
Part-time Students  
Maintenance Loan
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New for courses starting from the 1 August 2018 onwards are part-time maintenance 
loans. These loans are for new part-time students only and not continuing part-time 
students (pre 2018 starts). If you change your mode of study from full-time to part-time 
this is considered a new course for the purpose of the part-time maintenance loan.

Eligibility for part-time maintenance loan students is similar to the loan for full-time 
students. The rate of the loan depends where you are studying and where you live whilst 
at University. The amount is assessed depending on the intensity of study. Here in Table 
Four is an example of the rates for a student living away from home and studying outside 
London.

Intensity of study Maximum part time loan

Less than 25% No eligibility 

25% to less than 33.3% Up to £2,236

33.3% to less than 50% Up to £2,978

50% to less than 66.6% Up to £4,472

66.6% to less than 75% Up to £5,956

75.5% to less than 100% Up to £6,752

100% Up to £8,944

Table Four:  
information taken from Student Finance – How you’re assessed and paid 2019/20.  
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Again, like the full-time maintenance loans, maintenance loan eligibility for part-time 
students is also means assessed based on your household income.

As an example, if you were:

n	a part-time student studying 50% of your course

n	living with your parents outside of London

n	your parents had an annual income of up to £25,000

Then you would be eligible to apply for up to £4,472 of Maintenance Loan. Again you can 
use the Student Finance Calculator to estimate how much you may be eligible to receive. 
The repayment terms are different for part time maintenance loans. If you are studying a 
part-time course, you will start repaying: 

n	During April, four years after the start of your course, but only if your income is over 
the repayment threshold of £27,725, OR

n	the April after you finish or leave your course: whichever comes first.

You may have to repay the maintenance loan sooner if you leave your course early and 
receive an overpayment for the maintenance loan. Interest is added to the loans as soon 
as you take them out.

Interest on the tuition fee and maintenance loans

Interest is charged on the loans as soon as they are released. 

More information about how interest is charged is available at www.slc.co.uk

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator
https://www.slc.co.uk/students-and-customers/loan-repayment/interest-rates.aspx

