
Issue 3      Spring 2018 page 1

UNIVERSITY OF SUFFOLK  
NEWS

Developing our brand internationally will be  
one of our key priorities over the next five years. 
Our University’s new ‘Academic Strategy for Growth and 
Sustainable Development’, states that: The University 
of Suffolk will be providing a high quality professionally 
focused, relevant and modern undergraduate and 
postgraduate portfolio that will turn the University of 
Suffolk into a University of choice for students across the 
country and internationally.  

A new drive to improve our international brand started 
early in 2017 and we have been exploring many different 
options including working with high-quality overseas 
partners to overcome some of the challenges. We have 
also been strengthening our existing links with the 
Maastricht School of Management in the Netherlands.

Our international recruitment team have been busy 
visiting Indonesia, Thailand, Romania, Bulgaria, Malaysia, 
China, Sri Lanka and Malta, to develop new links with 
local partners. We are pleased that these exchanges 

have resulted in exciting 
opportunities for the 
University to establish its 
brand internationally. A feature 
on our work is included in 
this newsletter.

The positive and warm welcome from the potential 
overseas partners that we have engaged with provides 
us with optimism that we will be starting the delivery of 
University of Suffolk degrees in Malta, Sri Lanka and China 
as early as September 2018. 

We are also optimistic that, as our brand develops 
internationally, more and more overseas students from 
different countries will chose to join us here at our beautiful 
Waterfront campus.

Prof. Mohammad Dastbaz 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor

WELCOME  

Chris Garrett, International and EU Recruitment Manager, provides an update on our recent international work:

Romania
We have been recruiting students 
from Romania for over 5 years, mostly                                
to undergraduate programmes in a 
range of subject areas. 

We visit around three times 
a year to attend international 
education exhibitions and to deliver 
presentations in high schools 
around the country. 

For the last two years (2016 and 2017) 
we have held a Computer Science 

Information Event in Bucharest 
where we invite colleagues from 
Computer Games to present about 
the courses and opportunities 
we offer. 

Although we have students in 
a range of subject areas, we 
are seeing excellent success in 
recruiting students to programmes 
in the field of Computer Science 
and engineering. 

Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech 
Republic and Slovakia
Our activities in these countries are 
similar to those in Romania but on a 
smaller scale. We visit each country 
twice a year to attend events aimed 
at promoting international higher 
education, as well as visiting high 
schools to deliver presentations. 
We have identified a particular trend 
towards Art and Design related 
subjects in the Czech Republic, and 
plan to invite academic colleagues 
from the School of Art, Design 
and Humanities to join us.

INTERNATIONAL 
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INTERNATIONAL  
Indonesia

We have been working in Indonesia 
for around three years recruiting 
students to a range of subject areas, 
but predominantly postgraduate 
business students. We visit Indonesia 
twice a year and have recently been 
focusing on developing institutional 
partnerships.

We currently hold a Study Abroad 
Agreement with BINUS University 
(pictured), one of the leading private 
university’s in the country. Study 
Abroad provides the opportunity 
for undergraduate students from 
BINUS to study at the University of 
Suffolk for short periods of time. We 
welcomed our first Study Abroad 
students this February. We are 
exploring a partnership with BINUS 
in the area of Cyber Security, which 
we hope will develop into a staff and 
student exchange. Tom Vine will 
also be taking a small group of MBA 
students to Indonesia, hosted by 
BINUS, as part of their Consultancy 
Management with International 
Business module in May. 

We are working towards a Study 
Abroad Agreement with Universitas 
Ciputra (UC), in the area of Interior 
Architecture and Design (IAD).

This relationship will allow UC 
undergraduate students studying 
Interior Architecture the opportunity 
to come to Suffolk for an academic 
year to complete IAD modules at 
Level 5 and 6 and transfer their 
credits back. We hope to be able 
to welcome UC students from this 
September. Our longer-term aim 
will be to develop a double-degree, 
which will mean students will 
undertake part of their studies with 
UC and part with Suffolk, upon which 
they will be awarded a bachelor 
degree from both institutions.

We are in the early stages of 
developing a relationship with 
Universitas Nusantara Multimedia 
(UMN), another private university 
of similar size and age to Suffolk. 
We have discussed potential 
research collaborations in the area 
of Computer Science and Smart 
Systems Engineering, and we 
are promoting the Study Abroad 
Programme too. 

Malaysia

We completed our first visit to 
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur, pictured) in 
June 2017. Malaysia is well-known as a 
‘hub’ for Transnational Education 
(TNE), where many institutions both 
from the UK and elsewhere operate 
oversea campuses, and deliver their 
programmes through Malaysian 
partners. 

During my visit I met with a range 
of private universities and colleges 
to discuss the possibility of TNE 
arrangements, subsequently we have 
Memorandums of Understanding 
with four institutions. We hope to 
develop dual-degree opportunities 
with these partners, which will 
involve the partner delivering 
University of Suffolk validated 
programmes in Malaysia. This means 
that students in Malaysia (or other 
visiting international students) could 
gain a University of Suffolk award 
which is wholly delivered in Malaysia. 

China 
Initial conversations have started with 
a number of partner organisations 
in China, looking at a range of 
collaborations including pathway 
programmes and direct recruitment 
opportunities.
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NEWS AND UPDATES 
Third in the country 
for widening 
participation 
The University has been recognised 
for its work on social mobility by being 
ranked third in the country by the Higher 
Education Statistics Agency (HESA) 
2016/17—the highest ranked university 
in the south with only Teeside University 
and the University of Sunderland with 
comparable data.

HESA looked at the data for full-time 
students under 21 years old entering 
university for the first time from 
traditionally low participation areas.

The University of Suffolk is committed to 
supporting and encouraging students in 
aspiring to higher education, successfully 
completing their course, and progressing 
into employment or postgraduate study. 

Suffolk Family Carers
The University has been working 
with Suffolk Family Carers to 
encourage more young carers into 
higher education.

Suffolk has a large number of 
young people between the ages 
of 5–24 years old that provide care 
for a parent or a relative. 

Progression into higher education 
is very low for young carers so 
the University has been running 
regular bespoke taster days to give 
these young people an insight into 
university life. 

In February a number of young 
carers attended the Ipswich 

campus for HE and Student 
Support talks, English and Nursing 
taster sessions as well as having a 
tour of the campus. 

The feedback from the day was 
extremely positive and helped to 
raise their educational aspirations. 
All attendees stated that they 
are now more likely to attend 
university as a result of spending a 
day with us. 

One of the students is also looking 
to apply to study Mental Health 
Nursing. We will continue to work 
with young carers in the future 
and hope to see some of them 
studying on campus in the future.

Award success 
Therapeutic Radiography student, Lara Burgess, has been 
recognised for her work by being awarded ‘Trainee of the 
Year’ in the Ipswich Hospital Staff Awards.

Alongside her studies and placement at the Hospital, Lara 
supports fellow students by writing material for the app, 
PlacementPAL. There will be more about this app in future 
issues of this newsletter.

Meanwhile, Adult Nursing student Natalie Cairney has been 
selected to represent her placement site at the Student 
Nursing Times Awards.

Natalie, who is undertaking her placement at James Paget 
University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, was selected for 
her ‘positive attitude and exemplary example of a student 
nurse.’ 

Dean for the School of Health Sciences, Paul Driscoll-
Evans, said “I would like to congratulate James Paget 
University Hospital Foundation Trust for being nominated 
for the ‘Student Placement of the Year’ award and to 
Natalie for representing the student nurses at the Trust. 

This award acknowledges the excellent work undertaken 
in partnership with the University to support the student 
learning experience throughout placements, which we 
believe are the foundations to success. I wish them every 
success at the awards ceremony on in April.”
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NEWS AND UPDATES 
University academics consulted by  
All Party Parliamentary Group
Dr Paul Andell, a Senior Lecturer in Criminology, and 
Professor John Pitts, Visiting Professor of Criminology, 
published County Lines Ipswich: Young People; Anti-Social 
Behaviour and Safeguarding in September 2017.

They were commissioned by Suffolk County Council 
to look into the issues stemming from ‘County Lines’, a 
term used to describe the process in which drugs travel 
between counties. 

Dr Andell and Professor Pitts are among the experts in 
their field being consulted for the work of the All Party 
Parliamentary Group.

Partnership and Centre for Health and  
Wellbeing Research Centre launched
The University of Suffolk has 
launched a partnership with Leeds 
Beckett University.

Leeds Beckett University are running 
the ‘One Life Suffolk’ initiative for 
Suffolk County Council, helping 
local people live healthier lives, 
and have a strong track record in 
the field of health and wellbeing. 
This complements the University of 
Suffolk’s ambition to build on their 
existing work.

The launch coincided with the 
establishment of a new Centre for 
Health and Wellbeing Research at the 
University of Suffolk.

The Centre for Health and Wellbeing 
Research will sit within the School of 
Health Sciences and brings together 
a growing body of research from 
across the institution. 

It aims to develop its portfolio 
of funded research in ways that 
respond to key health and wellbeing 
challenges within the local 
population, making a local, national 
and, where possible, an international 
contribution. 

Key strengths of the Centre include 
a multidisciplinary membership with 
a growing track record of applied 
research in areas such as healthy 
ageing, living well with dementia, 
the health benefits of warmer 
homes, healthy lifestyles, mental 
health and wellbeing, leadership and 
governance and online safety for 
children.

The Centre will be led by Professor 
Jill Robinson who said, “This is a 
really exciting time for research at the 
University of Suffolk and both 

the partnership with Leeds Beckett 
University, and our new Centre, will 
enable us to build on our existing 
strengths and develop a more 
ambitious programme of research in 
this very important field.” 

For more information about the 
Centre for Health and Wellbeing 
Research please visit  
www.uos.ac.uk/chwr

https://www.uos.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Final Amended Report -FINAL VERSION PDF.pdf
https://www.uos.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Final Amended Report -FINAL VERSION PDF.pdf
https://www.uos.ac.uk/chwr
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NEWS AND UPDATES 

Nursing students say ‘konnichiwa’ to Japan
A group of undergraduate students from the University have returned from a five-day study trip to Japan.

The first year BSc (Hons) Adult Nursing students attended Keio University, linking with students from Korea,  
China and America.

Dean of the School of Health 
Sciences, Paul Driscoll-Evans, said, 
“We were delighted to support our 
students in undertaking this study 
tour for a second year. The visit 
provided a fantastic opportunity 
to learn about the provision of 
healthcare in other countries and 
cultures. I am sure it will have 
enhanced their practice when they 
qualify as nurses.”

Photography students take a bite out of the Big Apple
The photography department has just completed its sixth 
student trip to New York City. The trip offers the students 
a unique opportunity to link with some of the most 
important organisations in the creative industry as well as 
experiencing bespoke photographic tours with galleries, 
agencies and publishers. 

The opportunity to seek work placements whilst in New 
York is invaluable: Magnum Photos, Aperture Foundation, 
Soho Photo Gallery and The New York Times have all 
provided individual work placements for our students.

The students were welcomed for the third consecutive 
trip by The New York Times. This relationship has been 
cemented and we left with the invitation for students to 
sit in on the editors meeting when we next visit the city. 
Other highlights of this trip included a bespoke tour of the 
Stephen Shore retrospective at MoMA, a tour of Aperture 
Foundation and their current exhibition, Prison Nation, 
and a visit to the William Eggleston exhibition at The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. The students were set a brief 
based on the exhibitions visited to form part of a campus 
exhibition on their return.

Students also visited iconic destinations such as Coney 
Island and Greenwich Village whilst riding the Staten Island 
ferry and walking the Brooklyn Bridge. This still left time for 
students to watch the Chinese New Year parade followed 
by a visit to Nom Wah, the first ever dim sum restaurant in 
New York.
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NEWS AND UPDATES 

Sporting success
Sport and Exercise Science student, 
Jasmin Taylor, is on track to be one of 
the country’s most successful winter 
sports athletes ever.

Following the first main block 
of World Cup races this season, 
Telemark skier Jasmin has finished on 
the podium 11 times out of 14 races. 
She has achieved her first World Cup 
victories in all three disciplines and is 
now second on the list of ‘most World 
Cup podiums’ of all time in Great 
Britain.

Telemark skiing originated in the 
Norwegian region of Telemark, where 
in the days before ski lifts, the free 
heel enabled skiers to climb back 
up the mountain. In recent years 
Telemark skiing has been reinvented 
as a new form of downhill skiing. 

Jasmin is just over half way through 
her degree in Sport and Exercise 
Science at the University of Suffolk, 
which she studies part-time to fit 
around her training and competitions 
across the world.

Among her personal support team 
is Manos Georgiadis, Course Leader 
for MSci Sport Psychology, who 
also lectures Jasmin as part of her 
studies. He said, “Jaz represents 
an exceptional case of an athlete 
and a role model for many as she 
is also pursuing a degree in Sport 
and Exercise Science. She is a 
resilient and meticulous learner 
exploring every opportunity for self-
development. 

I am delighted with her recent 
competitive successes, which are just 
an indication of her great potential. 
Working with Jaz has always been a 
pleasure and I am looking forward for 
more opportunities to celebrate her 
successes.”

Jasmin recently took part in  
Faces of Suffolk.  
To read her story visit  
www.uos.ac.uk/facesofsuffolk 

Splendid
Following on from previous successes, the University hosted ‘Splendid’ event for students in Years 10 to 13.

This annual event is aimed at 
students who have been identified 
as having a physical or specific 
learning difficulty or disability and 
would benefit from taking part in a 
university experience.

Over two days students worked 
with University Staff and Student 
Ambassadors and were involved in 
taster sessions, which included Adult 
Nursing, History and 3D printing, as 
well as team building activities. 

It was a great opportunity for 
students to find out about university 
life and see the opportunities that 
higher education can offer as well 
as meet other students from East 
Anglia. Parents also attended on the 
second day to find out more about 
student support, participated in a 
taster session and had a tour of the 
campus.

Once again, feedback for every 
session was very positive. 

The confidence of the students 
improved in the two days they spent 
with us and the majority of them 
said that the event has made them 
more confident about their ability 
to apply and study at university. 
Parents thoroughly enjoyed their time 
with us and left feeling more likely 
to encourage their child to attend 
university in the future.

https://www.uos.ac.uk/facesofsuffolk
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NEWS AND UPDATES 

Blurring Boundaries
For Safer Internet Day 2018 the University hosted the Blurring Boundaries conference. 

The conference brought together 
experts from across the country who 
addressed a regional audience of 
delegates from schools, colleges, 
healthcare providers, social services 
and safeguarding organisations.

The University has been recognised 
as a pioneer in research which 
addresses topical issues, particularly 
those affecting young people, such 
as peer-on-peer abuse, revenge 
pornography, sexual abuse online 
and cyber security. 

This work continued with the Blurring 
Boundaries conference which 
addressed these areas and more 
including online fraud, how to protect 
vulnerable adults, best practice for 
interprofessional working and online 
reputation and wellbeing.

Professor Andy Phippen, from the 
University of Plymouth, delivered the 
keynote address. 

He is regarded as a national expert 
when it comes to social responsibility 
in IT and is a research partner 
with the UK Safer Internet Centre 
and a Member of Parliamentary 
IT Committee.

Professor Emma Bond, Director 
of Research at the University of 
Suffolk, said, “I am delighted 
that we had over 160 delegates 
at the conference. The demand 
clearly demonstrates the need for 
information and advice about these 
issues and that safeguarding young 
people’s wellbeing is of paramount 
importance.”

The launch of the Suffolk Sustainability Institute
The Suffolk Sustainability Institute has 
been launched by the University of 
Suffolk and Suffolk County Council.

The launch, which was combined 
with the first Suffolk Sustainability 
and Innovation Summit, brought 
together industry and academic 
leaders, businesses, students and key 
stakeholders who reflected upon how 
innovation is unlocking the true value 
of incorporating sustainability into 
business strategy.

The Suffolk Sustainability Institute 
aims to provide consultancy and 
research, support innovation and 
enable knowledge transfer and 
skills development for business, 
community and policymakers in 
Suffolk and throughout the UK. 

It will cover the following areas:

n Sustainable Business Enterprise in 
a Green Growth Economy

n Energy

n The Built Environment

n The Natural Environment and 
Communities

n Green Information Technology

For more information on the  
Suffolk Sustainability Institute  
visit www.uos.ac.uk/ssi

https://www.uos.ac.uk/ssi
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EVENTS 
Dr Lisa Wade, Dean of School 
for Art, Design and Humanities, 
offered the second in her series 
of lectures on William Hogarth’s 
‘Modern Moral’ subjects as part of 
the University Open Lecture series 
in February.

The 120 strong audience were 
very receptive to the six Marriage 
A La Mode plates and the vibrant 
talk, which included an update on 
new research from a gentleman 
scholar based in Germany. Lisa 
has now been asked to deliver the 
lecture for U3A in Norfolk, and 
to offer another lecture to cover 
the final canvases in the three-
part series outlining The Rake’s 
Progress in eight plates and which 
are now held in the Sir John Soane 
Museum, London.

Some of the events taking place 
over the next couple of months 
include:

n Wednesday 18 April 
Out of Hours with Peter 
Cochrane—Information Theory

n Thursday 26 April 
Women in Enterprise:  
Starting up your own business

n Thursday 10 May 
Virtual Violence :  
Technology-facilitated Domestic 
Abuse and Control 

For more on our events and Open Lectures visit 
www.uos.ac.uk/event-list

OVER  
TO  
YOU
We want this newsletter to be a 
reflection of all of the excellent 
projects, research and work 
being undertaken by our staff. 

If you have any feedback and 
suggestions for content please 
get in touch by emailing Atlanta 
Blair at atlanta.blair@uos.ac.uk

Thank you.

PUBLICATIONS 
International Journal for Interpersonal Violence
Online abuse, facilitated via social media and mobile technologies, has recently attracted considerable academic attention. 

The nonconsensual sharing 
of intimate images—revenge 
pornography—can have a devastating 
effect on victims, is a global problem, 
and constitutes interpersonal 
violence. The national helpline in the 
UK has now received over 7,000 calls. 

New UK legislation making revenge 
pornography a crime was introduced 
in 2014, yet the police do not always 
respond appropriately to victims. 

Recent research undertaken by 
the Suffolk Institute for Social and 
Economic Research (SiSER) at the 
University was published in the 
International Journal for Interpersonal 
Violence in February 2018. 

The study investigated police 
knowledge of revenge pornography 
legislation, their confidence in 
responding to cases of revenge 
pornography, and what level of 
training they had received. 

A total of 783 members of the police 
force responded to the survey 
and this is the first study to seek 
to quantify the understanding of 
revenge pornography by police 
officers and staff in England and 
Wales. 

The findings suggest that the 
police in the United Kingdom have 
a limited understanding of revenge 
pornography legislation and lack 

confidence both in investigating 
cases and in effectively responding to 
victims. 

The implications of the study 
demonstrate that there is an urgent 
need for training across police forces 
to ensure that cases of revenge 
pornography are appropriately 
responded to, victims are 
safeguarded, and offenders brought 
to justice.

https://www.uos.ac.uk/event-list
mailto:Atlanta.Blair%40uos.ac.uk?subject=

