
Full-time Students  
Maintenance Loan
Full-time “home” Student Finance England students

The Maintenance Loan depends on your household income, your household 
circumstances, where you live and where you go to university. For 2018/19 full-time 
students, the standard Maintenance Loan rates for students “2016 forwards” (not eligible 
for benefits) are in Table one below:

Household Income Maintenance Loan: 
living away from 
home and studying 
outside London

Maintenance Loan: 
living away from 
home and studying 
in London

Maintenance Loan: 
living with parents

Up to £25,000 Up to £8,700 Up to £11,354 Up to £7,324

Up to £30,000 Up to £8,076 Up to £10,719 Up to £6,707

Up to £35,000 Up to £7,452 Up to £10,084 Up to £6,090

Up to £40,000 Up to £6,828 Up to £9,449 Up to £5,473

Up to £42,875 Up to £6,469 Up to £9,083 Up to £5,118

Up to £45,000 Up to £6,204 Up to £8,813 Up to £4,885

Up to £50,000 Up to £5,579 Up to £8,178 Up to £4,238

Up to £55,000 Up to £4,995 Up to £7,543 Up to £3,621

Up to £65,000 Up to £4,054 Up to £6,272 Up to £3,224

Up to £70,000 Up to £4,054 Up to £5,654 Up to £3,224

Table One compiled from Assessing Financial Entitlement AY 18/19. SFE July 2018

We are expecting government to make an announcement soon about the living cost 
loan rates for the 19/20 Academic Year. 

Please check The Student Room SFE page for updates here: 
www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance/


The figures in table one are the maximum maintenance loan for a single student on 
a standard length course (up to 30 weeks and 3 days.) The final year rates of the 
maintenance loan are lower. The maintenance loan is partly means assessed and 
dependant on household income.

The table reflects pro-rata maximum deductions based on “household income and 
assessed contribution”. To estimate how much may be eligible to apply for, you can use 
the Student Finance Calculator: www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator

Please note: the on line estimator does not include long course loan amounts or higher 
amounts of maintenance loans that some students can apply for if they are eligible for 
benefits. It just gives you a starting estimate of what support you may be eligible to 
apply for.

“Household Income” and Means Assessment of the Maintenance Loan

For students applying for the higher rates of maintenance loan, the first step of the 
means assessment is determining the “household income”.

SFE will work out your household income by taking your parents or your partner’s income 
(before tax and National Insurance.) Allowances are then made for some expenditure 
such as paying into a private pension scheme, additional voluntary contributions and 
employment related expenditure.

SFE will also allow deductions for other children of the family that are financially 
dependent on the parents /household. A deduction is also made for parents who are also 
students. This then leaves the residual income upon which the loan amount is means 
assessed. As you can see in table one students with a household income of up to £25,000 
will be eligible to apply for the maximum maintenance loan. For household incomes of 
between £25,000 and £42,875, the application of the first step of the means assessment 
shows the maintenance loan gradually reduces as the household income increases.

Table Two: non-income and income assessed elements of standard maintenance loan

Full year Students Main Rate (100%) Non Income 
Assessed

Income Assessed

Parental Home £7,324 £3,224 £4,054

London £11,354 £5,654 £5,700

Elsewhere £8,700 £4,054 £4,646

Table Two taken from Assessing Financial Entitlement AY 18/19. SFE, May 2018

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator


The assessed contribution also known as the “parental contribution”

This can be understood as the second part of the means assessment that is applied 
to calculating the maintenance loan. The assessed contribution is applied when the 
household income is above £42,875. The assessed contribution is “implied” in that it is 
the amount in the means assessment that government feel that higher household income 
families can contribute towards the living costs for the student as a partner or dependant 
of the family.

The assessed contribution is not the easiest part of the maintenance loan to explain.

It is calculated by looking at the maximum reduction in the maintenance loan possible 
at the rate of £42,875. This rate is different depending on where you are living and where 
you go to university. This is called is the “contribution disregard.”

The “household income” is then calculated. For the purpose of the assessed contribution 
this is calculated by reducing the loan by £1 at a pro rata rate against income, again this is 
dependent on where you got to university and where you live.

The “household income” is deducted from the “contribution disregard” to give the 
assessed contribution figure. The assessed contribution is then deducted from the 
maintenance loan.

There is a point where the maintenance loan cannot be reduced any further and there 
is a minimum amount non-means assessed maintenance loan that can be awarded to 
students eligible to be in receipt of a maintenance loan.

Table Three: Bringing It Altogether: An Example Student living at Home Income 
assessment and Assessed Contribution maximum amounts, (2016) cohort’s forwards.

Household Income Income 
Assessment/Also
Contribution 
Disregard (Max 
rates)

Assessed 
contribution, (Max 
rates)

Loan for Living 
costs

Student Living at 
home

Maximum £7,324

£25,000 0 0 £7,324

£30,000 £617 0 £6,707

£35,000 £1,234 0 £6,090

£40,000 £1,851 0 £5,473

£42,875 £2,206 0 £5,118

£45,000 £2,469 £263 £4,855

£50,000 £3,086 £880 £4,238

£55,000 £3,703 £1,497 £3,621

£58,215 £4,100 £1,894 £3,224

£60,000 £4,100 £1,894 £3,224

£65,000 £4,100 £1,894 £3,224

Table Three taken from Assessing Eligibility. SFE July 2018.



Here is a working example of calculating the assumed income:

Student A -Student living in parental household studying outside of London. Household 
income of £44,000.

Maximum possible maintenance loan with a household income under £25,000 = £7,324

Maximum means assessment deduction up to £42,875 is £2,206. This is the “contribution 
disregard”.

Household Income: Calculated by deducting £1 in loan for every complete £8.10 increase 
in the household income above £25,000 for a student studying outside London.

So £44,000 - £25,000 = £19,000. This is then divided by £8.10 = £2345, (rounded down) 
Household Income £2345 minus contribution disregard £2206 = £139. £139 is the 
assessed contribution by which the maintenance loan is reduced further. If there are 2 
children at university the assessed contribution is split between the dependants.

Long course loan 
If your course is longer than 30 weeks and 3 days AND you receive the element of 
the maintenance loan that is based on your household income, (means assessed up 
to £42,875) then you may be eligible for some additional weeks funding on top of the 
maximum maintenance loan rates above.

Payment 
Your maintenance loan is usually paid in 3 instalments over the academic year. The SFE 
payment runs usually coincide with your course term dates. So generally payments are 
made in September, January and April of each year if you are a September starter.

Interest on the tuition fee and maintenance loans 
Interest is charged on the loans as soon as they are released. For more information about 
how interest is charged please see here:  
www.slc.co.uk/students-and-customers/loan-repayment/interest-rates

Independent students 
You may be assessed as an “independent student” if you have no living parents, you 
are 25 or over at the start of an academic year, are married, have a child or have no 
relationship with your parents. You will need to provide evidence of your independent 
student status. If you are living with a partner, your partners income will be taken into 
account when working out how much Maintenance Loan you are eligible for. Find out 
more with this YouTube clip.

Standalone and Propel are both organisations with advice and information for care 
leavers and estranged students. Their websites are a good starting point for information 
for students who are care leavers or estranged from parents.

Care leavers are able to apply for the same support as other students and are likely to 
qualify for additional support from other sources, such as the University of Suffolk Care 
Leavers Bursary. Care leavers on full and part time Higher Education courses will get 
funding from the Local Authority that was responsible for their care. To apply for support, 
students should contact their personal advisor, social worker, or case worker.

If you have any questions about Independent Student status, please email 
studentservices@uos.ac.uk

https://www.slc.co.uk/students-and-customers/loan-repayment/interest-rates.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_XlrET-4Qc
https://www.standalone.org.uk/students/
https://propel.org.uk/UK/
https://www.uos.ac.uk/content/care-leavers-bursary-2018-19
https://www.uos.ac.uk/content/care-leavers-bursary-2018-19
mailto:studentservices%40uos.ac.uk?subject=

