
Course Data Fact Sheet: Graduate destination data 

What is this data? 

All universities are required to survey their graduates six months after the completion of their course to 

find out whether they have gained employment or progressed to further study, to elicit the nature of 

their employment or study, and to explore how well the course had prepared them for employment or 

further study.   

The results of the survey are sent to the Higher Education Statistics Agency and also shared within the 

University of Suffolk to help monitor and enhance our provision. The data is collected during the early 

months of each year and distributed throughout the University of Suffolk in June; the data presented 

should not be shared outside the University of Suffolk. 

How the data is presented 

Results sheets are provided in the  format illustrated to the right for each course where the sample of 

graduates surveyed is large enough to  preserve anonymity.  

Interpreting the data 

Key elements of the results are shared with course committees as Destination Data reports through the 

RiME processes. The data is presented under four headings: 

 Response data: indicates the response rate achieved. For comparison, in 2016 the overall      

response rate for our institution’s 2014-15 graduates was 84.7%. 

 Activity data: graduates fall into four possible categories: working, studying, working and      

studying, or neither working or studying. Numbers of graduates in each of the first three         

categories are reported along with the overall proportion who are working or studying (or both). 

 Job types: to allow course teams to gain overall insight into the levels of employment that    

graduates progress onto, we report on the number of students who gain professional or         

managerial roles within six months of graduation. 

 Preparation for work and for further study: graduates are asked to indicate how well the 

course has prepared them for employment, further study and self-employment. Many students 

indicate that they ‘can’t tell’, giving rise to apparent low response rates to these questions and 

making the interpretation of these results difficult.   
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