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Owning our own mistakes: Confessions of an unethical researcher 
Lecture Theatre 1 (LT1) 

 
 

Thirty years ago, it was possible to claim that there was more discussion on the methods and ethics of working with animals than there was with 
children. As Childhood Studies has matured and become a more established field this is no longer true and the interest (and even obsession?) 
on how to work with children, and how to do so ethically, and reflexively, lies at the centre of our discipline - and indeed often at the heart of 
our own professional and personal identities. 
 
This is no bad thing of course and has produced some excellent, theoretically rich and important studies and news ways of thinking.  And yet at 
times, it has verged on cliché: the chance discovery of a magic key that unlocks the possibilities of truly understanding children’s lives; mistakes 
that turned out to be blessings in disguise; the trope of the troubled-researcher-finding-redemption-through-practical-action. All of these go to 
make up a narrative we tell ourselves and each other about how to work with children. 
I have been as guilty of this as anyone so what I want to do in this talk is to talk about the things that went wrong, the mistakes that were not 
learning opportunities, the problems that never become challenges, just remained problems. It is about research that says the wrong things, 
comes up with the wrong findings and where listening to children also means ignoring what they say. It is less about overcoming ethical dilemmas 
and more about acknowledging the intractability of some problems and the difficulties research with children involves and the way it can have 
far-reaching impacts on one’s personal and professional identity. I deliberately offer no solutions to the ethical dilemmas they raise because to 
me they are still a work in progress. However I believe an honest and non triumphal account of these difficulties can pave the way for a fuller 
discussion of the ways in which researchers and other practitioners think about ethical issues arising during research with children. 

 
 
 



Stream 1A- 11.00-1.00pm 
Secondary Education 
Chair:  David James 

LT1 
 

 
Increasing Student Success and Community Connectedness through Project-Based Learning 
One controversial facet of the American education system is the rise of charter schools. These schools, often 
located in areas impacted by high poverty, focus on innovative ways of increasing school achievement among 
the most marginalized students. The Global Learning Charter Public School (GLCPS) in New Bedford, 
Massachusetts is one such institution. GLCPS, named by the Washington Post as one of America's "Most 
Challenging High Schools," is a 500-student secondary school for students in grades 5-12. For years, GLCPS 
students have scored at- or above-average on state exams. One key aspect of this school’s curriculum is its 
use of Project-Based Learning (PBL) to foster an individualized, motivating educational experience that fosters 
closer personal connections to the local community. 
 
This presentation will use the GLCPS experience to highlight how Project-Based Learning can increase student 
motivation, academic skills and connections to community, particularly among students traditionally 
marginalized by school, such as students with special needs and emergent bilinguals. Grounded in the research 
of Desi (1996), Dweck (2007), and Csikszentmihalyi (2008), Project-Based Learning gives students voice and 
choice in topics of study. Most often, these topics of study are rooted in the needs of the community creating 
a powerful connection between the student and that community. This powerful curriculum design further 
supports student growth in 21st Century Learning skills, such as communication, critical thinking, and 
collaboration. In summation, this presentation will address ways in which project-based learning can be 
incorporated in educational settings, to engage and support youth. 
 

 
Derek Michael, Global Learning Charter 
School 

From ‘swirlies’ to support: transitional expectations and realities. 
This paper aims to report part of the findings from a project that addressed young people’s perceptions of self 
and community in the North East of England. Whilst gathering data for the project about perceptions of young 
people between the ages of 11 and 14 years, it became evident that the process of transition from the primary 
phase to the secondary phase assumed major importance. The study used a multi-method approach (use of 
scrapbooks, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups) in three secondary schools to collect its data. This paper 
reports and discusses findings from the interpretation of three questions from a questionnaire booklet which 

Jan Grinstead, University of Sunderland 



examines pupils’ experiences with regard to this transition. Transcripts of group interviews were also analysed. 
The findings suggest that the young pupils’ expectations about transition in the secondary phase were often 
misconstrued. The fear of ‘swirlies’ (head down the toilet!) never featured in reality. It is apparent that 
professionals are more pro-active in preparing pupils for the transition and it is evident from the research 
findings that support is available once the move into secondary school has happened. 
 

Sentence comprehension and eye movements in adolescents with dyslexia 
 Eye tracking is commonly used to investigate online processing in reading, but eye movement studies of 
sentence comprehension in dyslexia are shockingly absent in the literature, especially for adolescents. We 
examined three types of sentences, which are often used to investigate mechanisms of language 
comprehension in adults. The purpose of the study was to examine the relationship between reading times 
and comprehension, and to investigate how cognitive factors associated with dyslexia in adolescence (e.g. 
working memory) relate to eye movements and comprehension. 
 
In this study, we compared 26 dyslexic and non-dyslexic adolescents, aged 13-17. Participants read 70 
sentences in total, 28 sentences with temporary syntactic ambiguity [1], 28 sentences with relative clauses 
[2], and 14 active and passive implausible sentences [3]. Comprehension was assessed via yes/no questions 
(e.g. Did the boy wash the dog?). To investigate cognitive factors in working memory, processing speed and 
verbal intelligence, participants completed a battery of cognitive tests. 
1. While the boy washed the dog that was cute barked loudly. 
2. The woman held the boy that the dog chased. 
3. The dog was bitten by the man. 
 
Dyslexic adolescents showed poorer comprehension and longer reading times, especially at difficult regions, 
e.g. barked in [1]. Regarding cognitive factors, the comprehension differences were not robust to individual 
differences in working memory, processing speed, or verbal intelligence. Thus, in adolescence, the key 
differences between dyslexic and non-dyslexic readers primarily involve longer reading times. Results are 
interpreted by integrating eye movement findings with theoretical models of dyslexia. 
 

Marianna Stella, University of Suffolk 

Artistic dreams: a research on secondary art schools’ pupils in Italy 

The artistic education has received little but relevant attention from sociological research, within a broader 
interest towards the creative fields and the growth of cultural labour (Verger 1982, Burke & McManus 2011; 

Anna Uboldi, University of Milan 

 



Allen 2013; Banks & Oakley 2016; Martin & Frenette 2017). The proposed research is on disadvantaged pupils 
at artistic upper secondary schools and it looks at some early dynamics of formation of creative fields. This 
contribution examines the scholastic experiences of the students at art schools in northern Italy schools, 
through the lenses of cultural class differences. It is a qualitative research carried out in two Milanese 
secondary artistic schools, ‘lyceums’, through focus groups and in-depth interviews to pupils. 
 
I investigate how the cultural differences of social class form different ways of experiencing the choice of 
artistic studies (Allen 2013). The class cultures contribute to forming diverse scholastic dispositions (Bourdieu, 
Passeron 1970) and, above all, skill in imagining the future. It is argued that research on social class disparities 
in artistic educational pathways could contribute to understand the process making of inequalities in creative 
fields (Friedman, O’Brien, Laurison, Oakley 2017). The dynamics of intersection between artistic sphere and 
scholastic field seems to consolidate reproductive logics of selection and social classification for young people. 
 
 

Stream 1B- 11.00-1.00pm 
Rights and Participation 

Chair:  Sarah Richards 
LT2 

 

A methodology for analysing the role of child voice in child welfare practice 
This paper will introduce a methodology that considers the political-structural influences on child voice, such 
as the governance of the service sector, the orientation of societies towards child welfare, governance and 
underlying political philosophies. The paper arises out of a concern that much critical discussion of child 
voice, in child welfare research, service provision and practice de-politicises the role of children's 
participation in child welfare, by focussing on factors such as engagement methods, skills for working with 
children and young people and workplace culture as determinants of genuine participation. These factors 
alone are not sufficient to support a comprehensive understanding of the barriers and enablers of child voice 
in service provision for children and young people.  The significance of critically considering the multiplicity 
of both micro and macro influencing factors, the ways in which they interrelate, intersect and/or align to find 
a more nuanced appreciation of child voice will be discussed. 
 
 
 

 
Samia Michail, Western Sydney University 



Rethinking the participation and the citizenship of Türkiyeli* children in Germany 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has been ratified in 1992, however children’s rights is 
not a subject that is embodied in Basic Law in Germany even though some municipal constitutions included 
explicit references to the child and youth participation (Feldmann-Wojtachnia, E. et al., 2010). As a debated 
concept, child participation has been predominantly discussed in regard to the child citizenship. The ongoing 
debates over this subject go beyond the abstractly constituted rights suggested by CRC and by legal status, 
therefore might give us various insights about the ways in which we recognize children’s social contribution, and 
perceive them as active or even activist citizens (Isin, E.F., 2009). Although it was acknowledged belated in 2005 
by the state around the Integration Act, Germany is one of the top migration countries in Europe. Since then, the 
topic of migration and the citizenship status and practices of migrants became indispensable for public debate. In 
most of the discussions, in institutional and grassroots level, children are left out.  Drawing on my fieldwork with 
Türkiyeli children for four years in a Freizeiteinrichtung which is a joined project founded and funded by the state 
and an NGO, I suggest that it is crucial to pay attention to the intersection of migration, citizenship and children in 
such semi-institionalized spaces to revisit the notion of participation and to trouble the notion of liberal 
citizenship in contemporary Europe.  Therefore, focusing on everyday life of children, who are subjected by the 
Leitkultur (Mandel, R., 2008, 218) and by the rhetoric on homogeneity and cultural belonging which alienate them 
from “Germanness”, and by focusing on the institutional intentions and agendas, it is possible to expose the 
structural prejudice, discrimination and social marginality (ibid, 223) as well as to demonstrate the resistance and 
agency of children. 
 
Today, in some of Berlin neighbourhoods with high population of Türkiyeli residents such as 
Kreuzberg and Neukölln, schools are described as Problemschulen (problematic schools) or children are placed in 
colloquially entitled Ausländerklassen (foreigner classes) in which Turkish language is forbidden. Meanwhile, 
children negotiate their participation to the individuated and normative citizenship through various strategies. In 
this paper, I aim to elaborate more on these strategies sharing some vignettes from my field and building a 
discussion around what kind of approaches should adults employ working with/for children and youth to 
dismantle the age based power structures? What kind of a European migration policy could be conceived other 
than inclusion into the adult-centered world? What can we learn from the experiences of Türkiyeli children to 
unsettle the dominant narratives on migration history between two countries? How would this particular field of 
mine make a contribution into the heated debate on migration in Germany, and in Europe more general? 
* I use Türkiyeli instead of Turkish in order to refer to the peoples living within the borders of 
Turkey, as well in Diaspora, and who are not necessarily Turkish. 
 

Didem Albayrak, Hildesheim University 
 



Power and Empowerment in Childhood Research – a Critical Theoretical Analysis 
Changing conceptions of children and childhood have in the last three decades led to the increasing 
participation of children in social research, and their involvement in more active research roles. Power and 
empowerment are both key concepts in the now well-established body of literature on research with, and by, 
children. Three main themes dominate the discussion: 1) The existence of power differentials between 
children and adults in the research encounter and the need to minimize them through appropriate research 
methodologies and practices, 2) The empowering effect on children of being involved in research and 3) Power 
as something which is ‘handed over’ to children in the research process and which may impact on the 
outcomes of the research. However, these themes are often discussed without much reference to theoretical 
understandings of power and empowerment, or in-depth analysis of how the two concepts may be 
operationalised in the context of children’s participation in research.  
 
In this presentation, I critically examine claims to power and empowerment made in the literature on 
children’s involvement in research. I illustrate the three dominant themes, drawing on a recent review of 
children’s involvement in research (Jørgensen, under review) and analyse them in relation to some of the key 
elements of power and empowerment theories. Based on this analysis, I argue that both power and 
empowerment are often used to vaguely and that a stronger theoretical underpinning is needed to evidence 
any changes to children’s power and empowerment as a result of their involvement in research.   
 

Clara Rübner Jørgensen, University of 
Birmingham 

Taking up the challenge of child safeguarding – Outcomes of the three-year project by an organisation for 
children and youth in South Africa 
Just ahead of the slew of scandals currently rocking the world of international development, a South African 
non-governmental organisation for children and youth began a process of embedding a culture of child 
safeguarding into daily practice among children and staff alike. What began as a donor-initiated activity 
became a catalyst for critical self-reflection and change at every level of the organisation. The process 
disrupted deep-rooted social norms surrounding violence and childhood, and although tumultuous, ultimately 
yielded very positive outcomes. Over the course of three years the organisation made significant strides 
towards meeting safeguarding standards, and the number of cases of child protection concerns reported more 
than quadrupled. This case study draws on secondary data from the organisation's internal reports (including 
an extensive mixed-methods baseline study, process reports, and a follow-up study), and aims to share 
practical steps that organisations working directly with children might take to embed child safeguarding into 
policy and practice in the South African context.  
 

Jean Elphick - Afrika Tikkun Planning, 
Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning 



Stream 1C- 11.00-1.00pm 
Diversity and Identity 
Chair:  Allison Boggis 

W310 
 

Born elsewhere, raised in the United Kingdom: Conversations with children born in Zimbabwe  
This paper interrogates the experiences of ‘children’ born in Zimbabwe and raised in the United Kingdom and 
how they adapted and integrated into the new cultural context that they found themselves in after relocating 
from their country of origin. The paper examines the cultural tenets of raising children and the concept of the 
‘voice of the child’ which is emphasised in Social Work practice as well as enshrined in the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 
(1990). The paper seeks to draw important lessons from these experiences and the discourses that are mainly 
the child’s voice, communication, safe spaces for children and cultural integration. Finally, the paper argues 
that cultural tolerance and an understanding of divergent forms of parenting would be a good thing for children 
of migrants to settle in their new social environment. 
 

 
Dr Ian Ndlovu, Independent Social Worker  
 

Asian-American model minority myth:  Representations of expectations and challenges in children’s 
adoptive storybooks 
The purpose of this qualitative study was to examine the model minority myth’s (MMM) relevancy to 
storybooks about Asian-born adoptees.  In reference to Asian-Americans, MMM emphasizes submissiveness, 
intelligence and adaptability to White-American behaviors (Kim & Yeh, 2002).  MMM matters because it can 
set unreasonably high expectations and minimize interpersonal challenges (Easley, 1995; Museus & Kiang, 
2009; Qin, Way & Mukherjee, 2008).  Across multiple MMM articles, the authors identified common themes 
or elements.  They used these elements to guide the content analysis (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005) of 37 
storybooks.  For example, one element of MMM is cultural expertise.  Individuals with a specific racial/ethnic 
heritage are treated as if they are knowledgeable about all aspects of this heritage (e.g., customs, values, 
behaviors).  The expectation of expertise can be heightened when Asian-Americans are a minority group 
within their community/school (e.g., Lee, 2018).  For example, one book addressed such expectations that an 
adopted daughter was knowledgeable about her birthcountry: 

 
“One day her kindergarten teacher posted a big map on the blackboard. ‘Do you know what country this is?’ 
she asked the class. No one knew. ‘Why, it’s China,’…‘What is China like?’ asked the teacher. Again no one 
knew. So all eyes turned to [Chan Ming]. Her classmates began to ask her questions. ‘How many people live in 

Jacki Fitzpatrick, Texas Tech University  
 
 



China?’ ‘What do they wear?’ ‘Does everyone eat with chopsticks?’ Then one little boy asked, ‘Do they play 
baseball there?’  [Chan Ming] turned bright red and said in a whisper, ‘I don't know, but I'll find out.’”   
 

Leisuring Identities: Class, Ethnicity, and Leisure in British Indian Childhoods 
Children’s immersion in afterschool leisure, particularly their enrolment in a plethora of organised leisure 
lessons, has been a growing feature among middle-class families in Western societies. This historically and 
culturally encoded phenomenon has generated immense interest among social researchers, who have linked 
leisure to children’s wellbeing, and drawn attention to the role played by intensive parenting and social 
inequalities in this regard; and found these developments symptomatic of the ways in which normative 
childhood is being imagined in contemporary societies. A significant minority of children from Indian diasporic 
families are growing up in the contemporary UK, but their leisure lives are absent from the extant scholarship 
in this field. These children’s parents are either Indian transmigrant who have settled in the UK in the last few 
decades; or they are part of the multi-generational Indian diasporic community that developed in the UK in the 
post-war years.  Overall, British Indians constitute 2.3% of UK’s current population, and is one of the biggest 
ethnic minority grouping in the country; but the voices of the children from this community have remained 
largely on the margins of scholarship. Furthermore, the role of ethnicity, gender, and migration have remained 
underexplored in the scholarship on children’s leisure and its relation to parenting.  These gaps in the extant 
literature are particularly conspicuous given the importance that leisure has come to acquire in children’s 
everyday lives. It is therefore an imperative that children’s leisure lives are studied with due seriousness. 
Stemming from these broad sociological concerns, this paper will draw upon my qualitative study with British 
Indian children and their parents from middle-class families in and around London. Based on semi-structured 
interviews with parents (n=18) and children (n=12) alongside draw-and-talk activities with children, across 10 
British Indian families, my empirical study offers a conceptual framework for engaging with leisure as a situated 
and intersubjective social practice. In this paper, I will show how structured and paid-for leisure lessons are not 
only an integral part of present-day middle-class intensive parenting, but how it is also informed and shaped 
by parents' experiences of social and spatial mobility in the Indian diaspora. Here, structured leisure often 
comes to serve as a strategy for ethnic and racial socialisation in these families, as much as it is a site for the 
transference of class advantages. Furthermore, children too make important contribution in sculpting their 
leisure schedules and in (re)interpreting these engagements in creative ways by distilling and (de)selecting 
structured leisure classes through the idioms of ‘fun and boredom’, and by using leisure spaces to negotiate 
and (un)learn social scripts. Therefore, this paper demonstrates that though social class acts as a great enabler 
for children’s leisure participation, ethnicity and gender intertwine and make complex tracks in children's 

Utsa Mukherjee, Royal Holloway, University 
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leisure spaces, thus offering an important corrective to the current state of knowledge and methodology in this 
field. 
 

Class apart: A comparative analysis of elite Nigerian and working-class parents’ perceptions of quality 

education in the international education market  

There is a plethora of studies on quality education or the lack thereof, in Nigeria. Conversely, there has been 

very few qualitative studies on Nigeria parents’ perceptions of quality education. Using qualitative data from a 

broader study which investigates elite Nigerian parents’ school choices within the international education 

market, the paper examines and compares the understanding of ‘quality education’ based on the responses of 

two Nigeria parents with very different socio-economic background. The paper explores the nuanced 

differences from both mothers in their understanding of what they think constitutes good quality school and 

in what they understand to be a good pedagogical approach. I present an argument that the parents’ 

perception of quality education was a reflection of their class positioning. Crucially, I argue that the significant 

differences in both parents’ understanding of quality education is primarily a function of their class habitus, 

which operates at a subconscious level (Bourdieu 1990). Furthermore, the paper also reveals how both parents 

adopt similar strategy in regard to which of their children was more ‘deserving’ of quality education when faced 

with economic constraints. In highlighting the agentic capacity of the habitus, the paper concludes that it is 

practical / common sense that prevails at critical moments or moments of crisis. 

 

 Pere Ayling, University of Suffolk 

 

 
 

Stream 2A 2.00-4.00pm 
Special Educational Needs and Disability 

Chair: Vanessa Rawlings 
LT1  

 

Social Inclusion for Children with Disabilities: A Systematic Review of Interventions  
Children with disabilities are lonelier than their peers, less involved in their communities, and less likely to 
experience overall well-being. In particular, difficulties related to building and maintaining friendships are 
persistent and troubling. This presentation showcases findings from a systematic review of interventions 
designed to address social inclusion for children with a range of disabilities. Study methods included rigorous 
criteria for selection followed by established protocols for evaluating studies. Reputable rating scales were 
used to examine peer-reviewed research published within the last 12 years (2005 – 2017). A final selection of 

Donna Koller, Ryerson University 
 



147 studies are included in this review. An analysis of the research revealed that interventions are 
predominantly designed to ‘fix’ the child with disabilities in order to make them more socially competent. 
These findings reinforce traditional views of disability and impede the development of best practices and 
policies. Future research priorities and policy implications are discussed. 
 

Pica’s Effects on Health: The Hard to Swallow Facts 
Pica is a mysterious but potentially dangerous disorder for which an individual ingests a non-food substance. 
According to the National Eating Disorders Association (NEDA), individuals with pica may eat more common 
substances such as gum, paper, and soap. However, these individuals may also ingest more harmful 
substances such paint, metal, and charcoal. Parents and educators may not be aware their children and 
students are engaging in pica, which increases risk for physical injury or death. Regardless of the nature of the 
ingested substance, pica can lead to immediate and long-term health effects. Thus, the purpose of this oral 
presentation is to discuss the nature and prevalence of pica, as well as risk factors, health effects, and 
prevention and treatment measures. 
 

Maureen K. Johnson, Indiana State 
University 
 
 

Somebody’s Child: developing identity and belonging for disabled children in a Bulgarian institution 
Central and Eastern European countries are reported to have high numbers of children in institutions, with 
Bulgaria standing out as having the highest rates of admissions to  large institutions for children with 
impairments in Europe (UNICEF 2012). This is despite numerous studies asserting that institutional care 
should be avoided for children, being particularly harmful for children under 3 and children with 
impairments. Even where institutions have good material conditions and qualified staff, the outcomes for 
children can be negative.  
 
The paper is based on the findings from a PhD study using Goffman’s construction of the ‘total institution’ to 
explore the harmful impact of collective life for children with impairments. It examined the extent to which 
local surrogate grannies (Babas) can serve as a protective factor for the children, most significantly 
transforming their typical daily experiences of anonymity, isolation and loneliness in the institution.  The 
study arose from the researcher’s experiences as a volunteer within orphanages in Bulgaria. The data from 
qualitative interviews with babas, orphanage staff and third sector workers was analysed with reference to 
theories of child development and disability. 
 
Findings show that the emotional investment and responsive care from the Baba transforms the child’s 
identity to a child who belongs to a Baba, rather than the institution, leading to significant changes in other 

Lindey Cookson, University of Sunderland 
 
 



aspects of the child’s life.  The Babas also challenge the overly dominant medical model of disability in 
Bulgaria which has led to a stigmatised identity and the overuse of institutional care for children with 
impairments.   
 

Cognitive functioning and academic achievement in children and adolescents with sickle cell anemia 
Systematic reviews and meta-analysis 

Over the years, sickle cell anemia has emerged as a significant global healthcare concern.  Annually, experts 
estimate that at least 300,000 infants are born with the mentioned condition, and the number is projected to 
increase to 400,000 by 2050 (Piel et al. 1561).  Fortunately, new technologies have allowed medical 
professionals to make an early diagnosis and decide the best set of action to protect children and manage the 
condition (Piel et al. 1561).  Sadly, the condition does not have a cure.  According to Obeagu et al. (2015), 
individuals suffering from sickle cell anemia have a life expectancy of about 48 years (females) and 42 years 
(males).  Mainly, the condition has been found to affect people from the sub-tropical and tropical regions.  
Different complications, such as stroke can affect children cognition and their ability to excel in academics 
and other daily activities (Day and Elisabeth 330).  The main purpose of this research is to conduct a 
systematic review and meta-analysis of different research papers in the subject of cognitive functioning and 
academic achievement in children and adolescent with sickle cell anemia. The research summary and review 
will enable one to answer the key research question that has been generated in this area. 
 

Faiza Semai, University of Constantine 2 
 

Stream 2B 2.00-4.00pm 
Anthropology 

Chair: Sarah Coombs 
LT2 

 

The unseen spiritual worlds of childhood 
The spiritual worlds of childhood often pass by unnoticed. When adults are aware of them, they often frame 
them as make-believe or figments of the imagination. Yet in these spaces, which often transcend boundaries 
between the religious and the secular, children contemplate profound questions as they seek  and find 
meaning and purpose in life. Yet most conceptions of children and childhood pay insufficient (if any) attention 
to the spiritual dimension of childhood. 
 
The paper offers examples of children’s experiences drawn from primary and secondary research. These 
include how their nightly dreams and occasional moments in everyday waking life draw them into spaces 

Kate Adams,  University of Winchester 
 
 



where they can encounter God, angels, ‘imaginary companions’ and deceased loved ones. Far from being 
‘extra-ordinary’ experiences, these can also be part of every day life. 
 
The paper argues that these aspects of children’s lives often go unseen for a number of reasons. These include: 
children’s fear of ridicule or dismissal which leads them to retreat into silence; the pathologising of spiritual 
experience; an education system which incorporates children’s spiritual development alongside the moral, 
social and cultural, but has serious weaknesses in fulfilling its aims. The discussion concludes by arguing that 
the spiritual spaces of childhood, so often invisible, are important to children and hence deserve a stronger 
presence in the field and in discussions of conceptions of children and childhood. 
 

A Child in a Museum: Between Contemporary Science and Experiencing of Tradition  
In our paper we would like to focus on the assignments of a contemporary museums which address their 
exhibitions to the children visitors (from three to twelve ages). It is an interesting that throughout a recent 
two-three decades a lot of the museums have deeply changed a strategy of a dissemination process of 
knowledge about different cultural phenomena and science in order to attract a lot of young children. 
Generally, exhibitions of the museums utilize different ways engaging an attention of a child but the most 
frequently a staff of a museum create interactive areas enabling focus attention strongly of the young visitors. 
This educational strategy partly are the consequences of the new findings of psychology research and partly 
it is an associated with the Froebel tradition (an idea of an education by acting) which disseminated in 
European countries on the dawn of the 20th century. Moreover, thanks to the many software applications as 
well as devices having AI programs interactive areas in a museum have become visual more attractive. We 
would like to demonstrate this process of changing of an educational strategy of a contemporary museum by 
the two interesting examples: “The Centre of the Modernity. The Mill of Knowledge” and “The Museum of 
Alive Gingerbread” which were established in Torun recently. The first one allows to the children understand 
better, than regular kindergarten or school obligations, the crucial phenomena which are depicted by different 
fields of science (e.g. anatomy, biology, physics, geology). Whereas, the second one engages young audience 
to reveal “mysteries” of the past process of a produce of gingerbreads.  
 

Violetta Wróblewski, Maciej Wróblewski 
Nicolaus Copernicus University 
 
 

 

 
 

Down’s syndrome Terminations: Death Denied or Childhood Denied? A Sociological and Theological 
perspective 
Following the NHS announcement that Non-invasive prenatal tests were to be offered to pregnant women to 
screen for Down’s syndrome, the Church of England’s ruling body, General Synod, held a debate on whether 
it should support or caution against the use of these tests. Media reporting of the debate focused on whether 

Johnathan Dotchin, University of Suffolk 

 
 



Synod was pro-life or pro-choice and presented the outcome, Synod’s statement that it valued children with 
Down’s syndrome, as a clear signal of the Church’s pro-life position. In reality, Synod had avoided any debate 
of terminations themselves. Given the controversy and divide within the Church on the issue, this is perhaps 
of no surprise. Synod’s avoidance is nonetheless emblematic of the discursive value society places on 
childhood and the anxiety caused with the coming together of childhood and death. A coming together which 
occurs when parent’s make a decision on whether or not to have a termination. This presentation will explore 
that coming together through a critical discussion of theories of death, including society’s denial and 
sequestering of it; and their juxtaposition with discourses of childhood innocence. It will be situated within 
the theological pro-life vs. pro-choice debate and address differences between biological and social death as 
well as the boundedness of selves and bodies and the challenges to our ontological security which death 
represents. The overall purpose of the presentation is to create a starting point for wider discussions regarding 
Down’s syndrome terminations and the challenges they pose to society to take place.    

Stream 2C 2.00-4.00pm 
Education 

Chair:  Marianna Stella 
W310 

 

The Birth of the Early Years Asylum 
 The early years sector in England has been positioned within the neoliberal agenda of preparing children for 
future employment (Sims and Brettig,2018). External accreditation is now commonplace with externally 
formulated standards that have to be met. Drawing on interview data, I explore the evidence for the re-
professionalisation of teachers, which highlights   the power of performative technologies to mould a new 
way to be a teacher/professional when performing in an entrenched   accountability culture.  I argue that 
there are indicators of an emerging compliant professional with an increasingly compliant pedagogy, which 
may not be commensurate to supporting child development. (Sims and Brettig, 2018)  This paper introduces 
the idea that the reported purposes of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP)  have been found 
wanting but significantly the additional function of providing data for governmental monitoring purposes 
appears to be flourishing. Whilst governmental control appears to be intensifying within the regulatory gaze 
of datafication, crucially the teachers’ awareness and resistance to this power appears not to have grown 
exponentially and acts as a form of self-regulation for practitioners. I apply a Foucauldian lens to make sense 
of this emerging reality.  I draw an analogy with the asylum in Foucault’s Histoire of Madness and Civilisation 
(1965) where the regimes of truth were so dominant and firmly entrenched, where authority became so 
powerful, it was more insidious than overt forms of regulation.  

Geraldine Leydon – Manchester 
Metropolitan University 
 
 



Studies (Lewis & West, 2017; Adamson & Brennan, 2014) have shown that Early Years education policies are 
a reflection of broader dominant political ideologies of a particular society but that these policies have real 
implications for the stakeholders, namely parents, practitioners and children. In this presentation I will be 
discussing the Early Years education policies of England’s Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Finland’s 
Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC). I will highlight the main differences between Finland's and 
England's policies. Specifically, I will be discussing the four major themes namely; Relationship, Professional 
Roles, Child Development and Mission of Early Years Education that were identified within both policies 
through the use of inductive data analysis technique. Framed within social policy theoretical perspectives, I 
will be discussing the ways in which the respective policies directly shape and influence parents, practitioners 
and children's engagement with and experiences in the Early Years. I will conclude the presentation by drawing 
our attention to the underlining ideological assumptions that underpin both the ECEC and the EYFS and how 
these link to the differential approaches to Early Years education policies / provisions in both countries. 
 
 

Anna Max, University of Suffolk 
 

Instrument Development on Quality Early Childhood Education Curriculum from Parents’ Perspectives  

The aim of the study was to develop and validate the Instrument for Parents Perspectives on Quality Early 
Childhood Education Curriculum (PPQECEC). The study was to examining parents’ perspectives on the quality 
and best practices in Early Childhood Education (ECE) using the National Early Child Education and Care 
(PERMATA) and the Standard National Preschool Curriculum (KSPK) in Malaysia. The items were developed 
based on the existing literature that examines curriculum education programmes from 0-6 years old. The 
instrument was validated by ECE curriculum experts. More than 350 parents who send their children to 
government- or non-government-funded ECCE were involved in the study. The study shows that two factors 
are related to parents’ perspectives on the quality of the PERMATA and KSPK curriculum: curriculum content, 
philosophy and core principles. The items in this instrument have factor loading values ranging from 0.479 to 
0.84. The items also have high internal consistency with the alpha reliability coefficient values for each factor, 
which are more than 0.9. The questionnaire was piloted to more than 350 samples and had to withstand the 
vigorous validity and reliability estimation exercises. The questionnaire was found to be valid and reliable 
enough to be used in the main study. However, further studies could be carried out to refine the instrument 
by involving different stakeholders to create a rigorous instrument. The results indicate that the instrument is 
valid and reliable for measuring parents’ perspectives on the quality of the ECE curriculum in the Malaysian 
context. 
 
 

Abdul Halim Masnan, Sultan Idris Education 
University 
 



Don't make us say sorry! - supporting children's friendships in the year two classroom. 
It can be challenging for schools to support children with friendship. There has been some exploration of pre-
school friendships but less is known about young children's friendships in the infant age phase within an 
educational context (Carter and Nutbrown, 2016). This is despite friendship being of great concern to children 
of this age (Unicef, 2011) and the knowledge that positive friendship experience has been shown to be vital 
to children's emotional, social and academic development and learning (Buysse, Goldman and Skinner, 
2003;Hollingsworth and Buysse, 2009). This study aims to explore how one infant school in the north of 
England supports and facilitates children's friendship experiences. The study collected data with staff and 
children in year two, aged six and seven years. Staff included the headteacher, class teachers, teaching 
assistants and lunchtime welfare assistants. This case study research used semi-structured interviews to 
ascertain positive strategies used and uncover challenges. The research produced with the children used 
drawings and diaries. Findings were analysed using thematic analysis (Braun and Clark,2006) and highlight 
whole school strategies, the importance of positive relationships and dilemmas, including when to intervene 
and when to step in. The school hopes to use these findings to explore how they can further support children 
with their friendships.  

Caron Carter, Sheffield Hallam University 

Stream 3A 4.30-6.00pm 
On the margins 

Chair:  Sarah Coombs 
LT1 

 

The study of young children’s popular culture looks at both children’s engagement in popular culture and how 
adults represent them within industries of popular culture. Here this presentation explores the Western 
representation of the child ‘warrior’ in literature and film. The child ‘warrior’ is split into two dichotomies; the 
African child soldier, both real and fictional; and the child warrior in the Fantasy genre. A critical exploration 
of discourse, post-colonial theory, children’s geographies and grounded aesthetics enables a nuanced 
discussion about why the products of popular culture frame both groups of children so differently. It is 
discussed that the African ‘child soldier’ was framed, overall as a brainwashed victim in need of saving by 
Western humanitarianism. (There are exceptions to this as alternate discourse continue to filter through which 
place the African child soldier as agentic. However, this is limited). Whereas the Fantastical child ‘warrior’ is 
constructed as a moral agent of war. 
Finally, by reflecting on how representations in popular culture links to dominant discourse about real child 
soldiers. This reflection can enable organisations who work with child soldiers to start to deconstruct harmful 
stereotypes, which have been proliferated by popular culture. By understanding and challenging these 

Miranda Vaughan, University of Suffolk 



stereotypes can lead to better partnership with child soldiers and provide more effective and appropriate 
rehabilitation and reintegration services for them. 
  

Care, class and military conflict in the everyday work of Israeli Palestinian and Jewish mothers  
 
Studies of militarism in children's everyday lives foreground issues of nationalism, ethnicity and gender. In 
this paper, we add to the mix the (less explored) issue of class, and pose the question: How do class-based 
notions of care shape the ways in which mothers mediate military conflict to children? In this act of 
mediation, mothers must reconcile two primary tensions. The first tension is between the mandate to 
protect children and the mandate to ready children for the adult world. The second tension is between the 
idea of childhood as a time of nurturing of children's uniqueness and the idea of conflict as collective 
engagement.  
 
In the context of protracted military conflict, we ask: How do Palestinian and Jewish mothers in Israel 
manage the dissonance between class-based notions of care and the reality of military conflict and its call for 
engagement?  The paper, based on in-depth interviews with Palestinian and Jewish mothers, elaborates on 
the discourses and practices on which the women drew in order to manage this twofold dissonance.  While 
many of these were shared, others varied according to ethnicity. Throughout, middle-class ideas of proper 
care   and pedagogy served as backdrop and benchmark, even as these were confounded by the reality of 
military conflict. 
 

Deborah Golden, University of Haifa  
 

Stream 3B 4.30-6.00pm 
Supporting Children 
Chair:  Pere Ayling 

LT2 
 

Supporting Refugee Youth: Lessons from the Field 
This study seeks to explore the educational realities of refugee youth arriving to the US. As a teacher 
educator, I am concerned with the ways in which we prepare professionals to work with vulnerable youth. 
Children arriving from places like Syria are often shouldering immense hardships. Beyond losing their homes, 
countries, and potentially their families, they often have lost years of their education due to living in 
transition and time spent in refugee camps. Thus, we have children who arrive to host countries, at age 11 
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(for example), who have never attended school. This is an immense challenge. My research seeks to address 
how professionals can respond to this challenge. 

This presentation will be based on a qualitative, interview-based study in which I interviewed professionals 
who work in refugee-serving agencies and schools. I interviewed teachers and administrator about educating 
refugee youth. I also interviewed professionals from several other refugee-serving organizations as to their 
insights about working with this community. My primary research questions were: 

 What are refugee youths’ particular educational needs? How do these needs vary by country 
of origin? 

 What are the unique cultural concerns of  this community? What role does culture play 
in the interactions between adults and youth?  

 What obstacles do students and schools (teachers, administrators) face?  

 How can schools improve the education of refugees? 

With this presentation I hope to share how professionals can best serve refugee youth.  

Taking the “Sting” Out of Numbers and Math 
Math phobia is common among children and adults alike.  Factors such as low self-efficacy and negative 
environmental factors contribute to an individual’s fear.  Historically, a higher prevalence of females than 
males have suffered from math phobia.  However, a fear of math is common among all segments of the 
population.  We can compare numbers and mathematics to bees.  With their pollination of vegetation, they 
bees are critical to the growth maintenance of the environment.  However, despite their value, many people 
try to avoid bees (and may even be terrified of them) because of their stingers.  Like bees, numbers and 
mathematics have also made innumerable contributions to society.  However, individuals frequently avoid 
them because of their “stingers”.  Although the presenter has instructed biostatistics at Indiana State 
University since 2010, she was previously intimidated by the sting of math.  During this presentation, the 
presenter will discuss this common fear of math and provide simple ways educators and students can remove 
math’s stinger.  Examples of demonstrated “sting removal” techniques include pneumonic devices, stories, 
videos, and games.  
 

Maureen K. Johnson, Indiana State 
University 
 
 

Over a decade of cuts to youth services across most EU member states have created a paradoxical situation in 
which increasing numbers of young people 'on the margins' are presenting with more complex support needs 
whilst services themselves are shrinking. Against this background, two projects, funded under the EU 

Joe Cullen and Greg Holloway – The 
Tavistock Institute 
 



'Erasmus+' programme, are exploring ways of creating spaces in which young people themselves become co-
designers and co-producers of services. The first project - COMANITY - aims to create a new role in youth work 
- the 'Community Animateur'. The Animateur acts as a 'Social Mediator', aiming to bridge the gap between 
young people who feel they have been left ‘on the margins’ and ‘mainstream’ institutions. The project equips 
volunteers and youth workers with the skills necessary to work with young people to co-develop and deliver 
'action research experiments' aimed at solving real problems in real communities. In the second project - 
KEYSTONE - we are setting up local innovation environments in 'Community Labs' and reconfiguring 
Winnicott's concept of a 'holding environment' to create safe and nurturing spaces that support young people 
- working with mentors, creatives and social entrepreneurs - to acquire the skills to themselves become 'social 
innovators'. The presentation will present the conceptual framework underpinning both projects, the 
methodologies applied in both cases, and the emerging results. 
 

Stream 3C 4.30pm-6pm 
Sexuality 

Chair:  Jessica Clark 
Room:  W310 

     

Children’s Rights and Child Protection - a paradox in children’s agency? 
While 2019 the declaration of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) can celebrate its 30th 
anniversary, children’s rights are still endangered. Within the UNCRC, many articles can be subsumed into 
provisional, protection and participation rights (the Triple-P model), while others may be grouped into a 
category of survival and developmental rights. Protection rights particularly cover child protection from abuse, 
violence and exploitation. However, nothing is mentioned in any of the articles of a child’s right of and access 
to sexuality. Sexuality (or sexualities – depending on definition) may be seen as an integral and essential part 
of human nature and human identity over the life span thus it could be expected to provide children with 
corresponding rights. Yet, children and their sexual rights remain excluded in all four categories of the UNCRC.  
On the other hand, the WHO launched a comprehensive sexual health education approach (CSE) some time 
ago, explicitly referring to empowering young people to make informed decisions concerning their sexualities. 
This way, children’s agency is being promoted yet children’s agency concerning their sexual rights are still 
missing within the UNCRC. Children’s agency seems to be considered paradoxical where child protection and 
children’s rights are concerned in terms of a fulfilling (sexual) life, a condition claimed by many adults as taken 
for granted. 
 

 
Miriam Damrow, Friedrich-Alexander 
University 



Transforming Narratives on Children, Sexual Consent, and Sexual and Reproductive Health 
The presentation aims to address the research question: “What factors shape Philippine laws on children, 
sexual consent, and sexual and reproductive health?”  The Philippine law on sexual consent which sets the age 
at twelve years old is incongruent with the reproductive health law that restricts adolescents’ access to 
contraceptives without parental consent. The research is relevant considering recent evidence that shows high 
incidence of child sexual abuse and adolescent pregnancies in the Philippines. The presentation will 
demonstrate that laws related to children, sexual consent, and sexual and reproductive health are shaped by 
policy and social discourses. Among the barriers for policy change include challenges in policy framing and 
contending with political interests of policy-makers which may explain the lower priority of bills on sexual 
consent and adolescent reproductive health in the political agenda. The issues of sexual consent and 
reproductive health can be considered as not aligned or do not conform to the dominant discourses of children 
and childhood in policy-making in the Philippines. Sociology of childhood and government of childhood 
theories will be employed as analytical tools in determining dominant discourses. Other barriers for policy 
change include such as restrictive discourses related to culture, religion, gender, and age. The window of 
opportunity for policy change can be achieved by promotion of transformative norms and narratives, 
increased collaboration between advocacy groups, and utilization of more effective policy framing. Overall, 
the research aims to contribute to existing literature on governing children, representations of children in 
policy-making, and children and sex. 
 

Anne Janelle Rabe, Birkbeck, University of 
London 

Demystifying sexting: Youth sexting and its associations with parenting styles and sense of parental social 
control 
The present study examined sexting habits (sending sexual messages as pictures or text) among   458 aged 
12-18 teens (101 boys, 357 girls). Aiming to investigate whether and how sexting correlates with parenting 
styles and sense of social control .  About 30% of the participants reported sending sexual messages, and 
almost 32% reported that others, mainly strangers, asked them to send nude or semi-nude photos. 
Furthermore, sexting was more common among high school teens than among middle school teens, and 
asking another person to send nude or semi-nude photo(s) was more common among boys than girls. Lower 
social control was related to increased risk of using sexting . Higher perception of permissive parenting style 
and lower social control were also related to increased risk of asking another person to send photo(s .) These 
findings indicate that sexting appears to receive little attention from significant adults. In the light of these 
findings research concludes implications for educators and educational counsellors. 
 

 

Michal Dolev-Cohen and Tsameret Ricon, 
Oranim Academic College of Education 
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‘Lived’ Childhoods: Theorising the Social Conditions of Children’s Citizenship 

 
Childhood Studies and the Sociology of Childhood has focused on retrieving the agency of children. Children now are considered `beings in themselves’ and 
few papers at this conference deny the richness of children’s agency in the social contexts in which they are activated. Childhood Studies scholars also seek 
to capture the everyday contexts in which children’s lives are lived. However, this is not to say that there are not challenges to theorising children’s lives. 
These challenges are political; amidst the recent debates around Brexit, rampant global nationalisms, neo-liberal austerity agendas, a hostility to migrants 
and climate change to name arguably the most pressing. However, the challenges come from social scientific theories as well. Relational theories and the 
post-human turn urge childhood studies to go beyond its focus on agency and develop theories that emphasise relationships, a problematisation of `voice’, 
the reflexivity of researchers and the importance of reaching out to less Euro-centric influences. 
These raise important questions when we consider the citizenship of children. This talk will explore the framework of children’s citizenship in the UK today 
by exploring the social conditions of `lived’ childhoods and the challenges for children, their carers and those who work with them. It will also identify a 
number of key theoretical challenges necessary for researchers to engage with. The talk, perhaps disappointingly, will raise more questions than provide 
answers. 
 

 

 

 

 



Stream 4A 10.00-12.00 noon 
Shared memories and dialogue 

Chair:  Allison Boggis 
Room:  LT1 

    

This panel presents the aims, methodology,  findings and outcomes of SHARMED (Shared Memories and 
Dialogue, www.sharmed.eu), a project of pedagogical innovation funded by the Erasmus+ programme, 
designed and implemented by University of Suffolk,  University of Modena and Reggio Emilia (Italy) and 
Universität Jena (Gemany).   
The SHARMED project utilised the facilitation to coordinate different styles of communication and interactions 
within 48 classroom environments in three countries to promote spaces for children’s narratives around  
personal, family or cultural memories to be shared and discussed.  Children’s memories were linked to based 
on ‘vernacular photographs’ collected and produced by children aged between 9-13 years of age. SHARMED 
supported children to communicate through, with and about their chosen photographs,  empowering them 
to author narratives connected  with personal family or cultural history. 
The panel includes four presentations. The first presentation will discuss SHARMED methodology based on 
facilitation as a form of communication that is particularly effective in fostering equity in participants’ 
contributions to interactions, enhancing empowerment and recognition of children’s contributions,  
implementing dialogic teaching. Dialogic teaching is based on the acknowledgment that children are active 
participants in constructing meanings and social practices, influencing the cultural and social situations in 
which they are involved.   
The second and third presentation will describe the action-research in two of its three national contexts, Italy 
and Germany.  The core activity of  SHARMED consisted of a series of Project-Based Workshop (PBW) 
facilitated by experts. PBW is a methodology characterized by (a) Significant Content: children work on 
important knowledge and skills, originated from their private memories; (b) In-Depth Inquiry: children engage 
in an extended process of asking questions, using multiple resources, coordinating different perspectives and 
developing “shared narratives”. Children were invited to present memories related to a photograph, or image, 
of their choice and facilitation was aimed not only to promote individual narratives but also to create the 
condition for interlacement of narratives when children share their own personal memory or experience and   
co-construct new narratives, stories and connections with peers. Commented examples of PBW will be 
presented in the presentations. 
The fourth presentation will discuss the project’s outcomes. The first outcome is the results of a qualitative-
quantitative research to gather children and teachers’ perspectives on SHARMED activities and to compare 

Federico Farini, University of Northampton 
Claudio Baraldi, University of Modena and 
Reggio Emilia 
Angela Scollan, University of Suffolk 

http://www.sharmed.eu/


children’s experiences of intercultural and interpersonal communication before and after their participation 
in SHARMED. The second outcome is an online archive storing visual materials that are made available to 
teachers and children to support their use in future activities based on SHARMED methodologies. The third 
outcome is a research-based MOOC for the use of facilitation in the classroom. The MOOC develops from the 
evaluation of PBW through analysis of videoed interactions during SHARMED activities. The MOOC and the 
web platform, illustrated with examples, represent SHARMED legacy. They are pedagogical tools for a 
European-wide implementation of children-centred learning environments, offering children the possibility to 
build-up  their own empowerment. SHARMED continues to impact in the lives of children who took part in the 
project as a memory that celebrated their voice, identities and life stories 
 

Stream 4B 10.00-12.00 noon 
Being Children Being Human 

Chair:  Marianna Stella 
Room:  LT2      

 

Active Clinging Young  
25 years ago, Kirkilionis (1992) discovered that human infants are of the “active clinging young” category due 
to certain primitive neonatal reflexes they possess enabling them to physically cling to the caregiver. However, 
there has been no follow-up to this research, and it is still widely believed that infants are passive riders and 
most caregivers employ the use of tools such as prams, slings/carriers and other various “baby containers” to 
assist this perceived burdensome task. If in fact the infant is designed to be an active participant this has great 
implications for both them and their caregiver/s. The work of Cyrille (2017, 2018) has brought to life the 
concept of the infant as an active participant in the carrying process and expanded on Kirkilionis’ work, 
evidencing the multiple adaptations both the infant and carrying person possess to facilitate this, and putting 
forward the belief that on-body clinging is a physical developmental process many infants are only partially 
completing due to not learning the voluntary actions as the reflexes integrate. Current work by Cyrille is putting 
this theory forward by way of methodology and to be tested by original research. Berecz, Cyrille and Norholt 
are evidencing the evolutional nature of carrying pertaining to abilities and adaptations, position from the 
emergence of bipedalism, brain growth, attachment and language development. This work will be completed 
before the conference, so it is suggested a summary of the review be presented to delegates.  
 
 

Melissa Cyrille, Independent Researcher 
 



Be more Nigel: reflections on how `intra-actions' with horses can help us to be more human and learn 
about identity, belonging and being connected.  
This presentation explores the immediacy and co-realisation of meaning through personal `text chat' between 
two colleagues evolved through a period of loss and bereavement; the loss of Nigel, my daughter’s pony. The 
assemblage of horse-human intra-actions was analysed in an attempt to articulate the grief and loss which 
was on many levels `disenfranchised' (Rujoiu, 2013). As Nigel was regarded and loved as a family member; the 
grief was manifest as a complex emotional experience (Rujoiu, 2013).   
There is multiple, cross disciplinary research, that recognises the health benefits of relationships between 
humans and animals, including impact on blood pressure, cortisol, stress and anxiety levels (Beresford, Meints, 
Gee and Pfeffer 2017). In addition, these relationships can aid developing emotional well- being, cognitive 
processes and social relationships (Holttum, 2018) through heightened intuition, empathy and non-verbal 
communication. Articulating the complex and `profound bond' (Rujoiu, 2013) between them, deepened 
understanding of how such connections can inform who we are, in terms of identity, belonging and about 
being human. This is significant at a time when many young people’s lives are lived out in a more anonymous 
and disconnected way on multiple media platforms.   
This profoundly deep bond with an animal may support developing connections with humans such as love, 
empathy, compassion and build the development and sense of self and belonging in relation to human 
interactions (Walsh, 2009). The reciprocal `intra-actions' and `naturalcultural practices' (Barad, 2007) focus on 
co-being and becoming (Haraway, 2003) where two beings meet and change as a result of their connection. 
 

Amanda Hatton and Julia Sexton, Sheffield 
Hallam University 
 

Exploring Children’s Conceptualizations of Children 
This study takes into account children’s perspectives in answering existential questions on childhood. It 
specifically explores conceptualizations of children by asking a select group of children living in Norway to 
discuss ideas that they can relate to the term “children.” 
 
Qualitative methods of participatory observation, word association task, and interview were used to capture 
concepts and ascertain how children’s ideas reflect their experiences. Five conceptual themes emerged from 
the data: children as possessing specific traits; children as having affinities for certain objects; children as 
defined by their activities; children as belonging to specific places; and children as a generational group. The 
findings of the study offers insights into children’s self-awareness, relationships, activities, values, and how 
they find themselves positioned within social situations. The analysis of the conceptual themes provides for 
theoretical reflections on how children’s agency is demonstrated through compliance and reflexivity, how 
generational relations are indicative of children’s understanding of themselves with regards to social roles 

Marie Leoneth Stokke, Norwegian 
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and expectations, and how developmental concepts of biological and cognitive maturation are integral parts 
of children’s self-characterization which in turn impacts their lived experiences. These theoretical reflections 
are important in the development and strengthening of present theorizations in childhood studies. 
 

Children’s perspectives on being a child 
This paper contributes to the existing body of Childhood Studies research which explores the meaning of 
childhood.  Whilst children’s experiences of childhood dominate the literature, our research begins from a 
different starting point; seeking to understand if, and to what extent, children identify with being a ‘child’. 
With the support of our undergraduate students, we asked 37 children aged between two and 17 two 
interview questions: Are you a child? What makes (or does not make) you a child? Our study shows that not 
all children see themselves as children and that in variously drawing on comparisons with other children/ 
objects as well as with implicit and explicit notions of ‘adulthood’, children generate alternative ways of 
identifying themselves and classifying not being a ‘child’ that move beyond simplistic child/adult dualisms. The 
study draws attention to the low social status attached to being a ‘child’. It shows that children draw on 
normative understandings of childhood when positioning their own identities and through acts of 
disassociation and ambivalence, sometimes reproduce  (tacitly or explicitly) the stigma and negative 
stereotypes which serve to reproduce social inequality and their minority group status.  

Kate Bacon, Manchester Metropolitan 
University 
Zoe O’Riorden, University of Central 
Lancashire 

Stream 5A 1pm-2.30pm 
Technology 

Chair:  Ronald Mazorodze 
LT1 

 

The Big Bad Internet: Friend or Foe 
99% of 12 – 15 year olds in the UK use the internet for almost 21 hours a week, 83% of them own their own a 
smartphone, 74% have a social media profile (Ofcom 2017).  
The internet offers us and our children considerable opportunities for increasing knowledge and exchanging 
information but also brings the risks of cyberbullying, sexting, and contact with strangers. Studies suggest that 
activity such as cyberbullying are on the increase (Livingstone and Smith 2014). Reports suggest that over 90% 
of young people will have viewed explicit sexual images by the age of 17 (Peter & Valkenburg 2011). Up to half 
of young people are likely to make contact on the internet with people they don’t know in the real world 
(Livingstone et al 2011), although figures suggest that most sexual abuse perpetrators are from known real 
world contacts. 

Colin Winter, University of Suffolk 



In a world with increasing access to online information and services the use of parental controls to restrict the 
access to inappropriate content by parents is no longer the panacea to keeping children safe online. A wide 
range of resources are available in the UK to support those responsible for educating young people. 
The presenter has been educating trainers and young people about online safety since 2010, is a former school 
governor in Suffolk with responsibility for safeguarding, and a CEOPS ambassador training trainers to deliver 
internet safety to young people. 
 

This paper shows how children can resist the ever-present possibility of being “datafied” by taking digital 
photographs – of themselves (“selfies”) and of adults. I show how children take technology used by adults for 
surveillance of children and creatively subvert its intended use, sometimes literally turning the gaze onto 
adults. Education practitioners often take photos on tablet computers to demonstrate and track children’s 
educational “progress” and “development”, in ways that are often unscrutinised (Goodley & Runswick-Cole, 
2011). In children’s worlds, therefore, tablet computers are tools of surveillance, especially for pupils labelled 
with Special Educational Needs (SEN). However, Gallagher (2010) argues that schools are sites of discontinuous 
surveillance open to resistance by those surveilled, the pupils. Data from my fieldwork in an inner-city primary 
school suggests that the opportunity to take photos allows children to challenge the ubiquitous use of tablets 
to photograph them. This research used qualitative, creative methods with children in EYFS and KS1. I share 
data (children’s photos) and analysis within the context of children’s embodied experiences in school spaces 
and assemblages (Deleuze & Guattari, 1987; Hörschelmann, 2010). Despite the ubiquity of digital 
photography, especially in EYFS, adults do not seek pupils’ consent to photograph them. This seems 
particularly worrying at a time when more data is collected about children, from birth onwards, than ever 
before (Children’s Commissioner, 2018). I discuss some of the ethical and methodological implications of this 
study. 

Katharine Terrell, Sheffield Hallam 
University 
 

Steam 5B 1.00-2.30pm 
Space and Place 

Chair:  Jessica Clark 
Room:     LT2   

 

Children’s agency in their everyday spaces 
The paper draws on research entitled Children’s experience of hardships and risk in an indigenous community 
in Chhattisgarh, India. It is an ethnographic enquiry into children’s everyday lives that aims to understand how 
children engage with hardships and risk in their everyday, and negotiate their agency through space, 
relationships and materiality.  

Ambika Kapoor, University of Leeds 



The study conducted with five key participants between the age of 6-12 and their families is based in the realm 
of the new social studies of childhood, looking at hardships and risk from children’s own perspectives (James 
and Prout, 1997). To capture the various elements of children’s daily life, I used Ethnography. I explored their 
lives and experiences through observations, conversations, drawings and photographs which further helped 
carry forth conversations around themes relevant to them. These observations and conversations took place 
at home, neighbourhood, school, fields, during walks, where boundaries between the home and the 
neighbourhood and sometimes even the school were blurred. 
 
This presentation highlights how children’s opportunities to exercise agency differed between spaces 
according to their varying social positioning in these spaces. It explores children’s ‘everyday agency’ (Payne, 
2012) through spaces where they develop strategies for taking, avoiding, negotiating and handling risks (Burgt, 
2015). It further highlights, how children through their everyday actions and small acts of resistance exercised 
agency. Along with the spectrum of agency that children exercised, their agency was also understood through 
their embodied interactions with the spaces they occupied and encountered.  
 

Multiple Identities and Shared Senses of Belonging? A Qualitative Analysis of Children’s Identity Formation 
in a Super-diverse City. 
In the last decades, Western European cities like Antwerp have become increasingly diverse in ethnic, cultural 
and religious terms. This diversification has sparked major challenges such as continuing social and symbolic 
inequalities between native and non-native groups. Yet, to date little is known about how this super-diversity 
plays out in the lives of children in European urban settings. Recent findings that native and non-native 
children in Flanders might be constructing different collective identities, and that this is likely to impede the 
development of shared senses of belonging, remain underexplored.  This research aims to fill this gap by 
shifting the well-developed focus on social inequality in societies’ core institutions to the equally important 
symbolic issue of personal and collective identity formation in children. How do children in varied social 
positions construct and describe their differential identities? How is their social position related to this identity 
formation? How do they develop (or not) a sense of belonging and how does this affect their well-being and 
aspirations? To answer these questions and to highlight the hardly heard experiences and perspectives of 
children themselves, I conduct a qualitative long-term analysis of children’s identity formation during the age 
of approx. eleven and thirteen. Three rounds of in-depth interviews and class observations are held over this 
two year period. In this presentation, I will present the research questions, study design and some preliminary 
empirical findings of the first data collection round with 50 children. 
 

Imane Kostet, University of Antwerp 
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Unpacking Children’s Social Worlds: The black, white and grey of “method” in qualitative research with 
children. 
This paper is based on the author’s research with children in two different studies. One is a 
previously conducted study of the lifeworlds of children of sex workers in Budhwar Peth, Pune and 
the other is of the author’s ongoing doctoral work on children’s experiences of conflict and 
resistance in Kashmir. Both contexts exhibit distinct ontologies of vulnerability for children 
however, the sensitivity marking the research processes for both contexts remains similar. The paper 
tries to draw a comparative framework and analysis for research methodologies with children in 
vulnerable backgrounds. It attempts to analyse some basic “child-friendly” tools commonly used in 
qualitative research with children, in the light of the author’s fieldwork. Building on primary data 
generated in both these studies, this paper fleshes out an ethnographer’s field notes on the methods 
and challenges of fieldwork with children. It argues that the interview context is defined by social 
and geopolitical lifescapes. The paper concludes by discussing the similarity, difference, and grey 
areas in framing and using qualitative research tools with children. 
 

 
Ayushi Rawat, University of New Delhi 

Preschool children as active researchers: the Project Work with a Puppet 
The authors present the pedagogic innovation of the Trnovo kindergarten. The kindergarten is a large 
pedagogical stage where each and everyone plays a role. Educators swap the roles independently as they 
pose themselves research questions, develop their own hypotheses and strategies of functioning and 
participation. This is done in a unique way, through a Project Work with a Puppet. The innovation has grown 
into the spiral and gradually planned kindergarten curriculum. Under the leadership of a team of experts, the 
educators with their puppets present the kindergarten curriculum as a form of literary-didactical story which 
is created on the basis of research questions.  
The theoretical part of the presentation gives an introduction into the development of the puppet 
(pedagogical) laboratory, an insight into the Didactical map (a tool, instrument and methodology for holistic 
planning), and the creation of the Literary-Didactical Story. Moreover, it presents a new profile of an 
educator that has been developed within the Project Work with a Puppet and is named “Pedagogical 
Puppeteer”. On the other side, the second part of the presentation offers some examples of the experiential 

Zorica Petrovic and Alenka Komljanc, Trnovo 
Kindergarten 



education, pedagogical stage, and experiencing the puppet with children while living and co-creating the 
story throughout the whole school year. It is also presented how the puppet as a mediation tool reaches 
towards the children, who are active participants, co-creators and co-developers of both the story as of their 
own potential on an experiential, educational, creative and personal potential. The pedagogical learning play 
with a puppet, the active, open and laboratory-like learning environment and the desire to help the puppet 
solve its problem enable the children to upgrade their knowledge with real experience, observation and 
experiments. 
The importance of mutual connection and support between educators, children and parents is also 
addressed. With the help of a puppet, educators and children update the expectations according to their 
needs and help maximize the national curriculum to its best. 
 

Research methods with children: Who has the right to choose? 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child describes the right to participation as an ongoing 
dialogue between adults and children based upon mutual respect. This creates opportunity for children to 
have their voices valued; ultimately challenging power relationships. Recognizing this right within research 
significantly impacts researchers’ data collection.  Methodologies have attempted to incorporate this right but 
prospective selection of methodology by researchers can be viewed as inherently limitation of children’s 
uninhibited participation.  This can be magnified in children with disabilities, as varying abilities can pre-
dispose researchers to exclude certain populations and select methods on children’s behalf.  
 
Detailed review of existing methodological literature was undertaken, and subsequent gap-analysis identified 
lack of co-participation in methodology selection as a notable omission. To construct quality data in children 
with a range of abilities, preferences, and communication skills, an inclusive, co-participatory and flexible 
methodology was paramount. An approach was developed by merging the ethnographies and Mosaic 
approaches, while mandating child co-participation in selecting their desired methodology.  
I draw examples from my graduate research examining how children with disabilities navigate participation in 
extracurricular physical activities in order to examine the qualities and limits of this fully participant-driven 
methodology.  
 
Engaging children with disabilities as experts on their voice via co-selecting preferred involvement in research 
enables a higher level of co-participation than traditional methods. Challenges include limited predictability, 
and varying requirements of the researcher. Full consideration of children’s participation rights by researchers 
can help to cultivate rich and impactful data, and thus far has proven feasible.  

Katherine Westwood, University of 
Edinburgh 
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How does the introduction of “Talk Partners” as an oral language intervention impact on the development 
of literacy skills? 
This piece of Action Research explores the importance of spoken language and verbal interaction in the 
classroom, their impact on literacy and reading skills, and my own professional development in using these 
strategies.  This is based on the understanding that writing, comprehension and reading skills benefit from 
explicit discussion of both content and the processes of learning.  Overall, research studies of oral language 
interventions consistently show positive impact on learning, and how certain factors are associated with 
higher learning gains.  This research explores the impact on learning of introducing aspects of the Talk Partners 
approach to pupils.  Data collection includes observations, questionnaires, discussions with pupils and 
colleagues, and pupil work. Key aspects of the intervention of Talk Partners and broader principles of dialogic 
teaching will be examined in relation to future practice.  The project will be complete and findings discussed 
within the poster presentation.  
 

Petra Wilton 
North Essex Teacher Training 
Tendring Education Centre 
 

Content, Process, Product: How effective differentiated instruction ensure and maintain student progress. 
This study is a practitioner led inquiry which focused on the philosophy of differentiation in the classroom and 
how it could be refined into three key areas; Content, Process and Product. The study was initiated to develop 
my own use of differentiation in the classroom, and to investigate whether there was any discernible method 
an educator could use to confirm the success of its application. I examined my own development with 
differentiation as a trainee teacher and reflected on how this research can continue into my newly qualified 
teacher year and beyond. Data was collected and examined through student work, lesson plans and student 
voice (through use of questionnaires both pre- and post- research period). Findings indicated that 
differentiation contributed towards an improvement in student confidence and motivation, regardless of 
ability, but needs more focus when directed at students with SEND. To gauge whether it ensures and maintains 

Richard Hornsby 
North Essex Teacher Training 
Tendring Education Centre 
 



student progress would require a longer research period for more authentic results. I have considered the 
impact on my own application of differentiation in the classroom.  
 

Familiarity is conducive to a positive learning environment. When pupils are exposed to familiar circumstances 
throughout their studies, they feel greater ownership of their education, which makes for more proactive 
learners. In order to achieve this, pupils need to know the expectations they are subject to in the classroom, 
and the consequences of complying with or defying the rules. Classical and operative conditioning are 
interwoven into behaviour for learning policies across many schools, but simple sensory signals with 
corresponding associations are rarely used in secondary schools. This study exposed year 7 pupils to colour 
signals which conveyed my expectations at that moment, but they were given no explicit explanation as to 
what the signals meant. The results indicated that the majority of typically developing pupils quickly built 
associations between the different colour signals and the behaviour expected of them, suggesting there is 
value in using classical conditioning for classroom management. 
 

Alexander Brown 
North Essex Teacher Training 
Tendring Education Centre 
 

The present study investigated how the emotional (bond) and working (collaborative) elements of teacher-
student relationships are associated to students with SEMH needs’ school related outcomes. Thirty-five boys, 
aged 11 to 16, with EHCPs for SEMH, and their form tutors from a specialist school completed parallel versions 
of the Classroom Working Alliance Inventory. Students completed self-report measures for engagement and 
self-esteem, and conduct scores were taken from the school’s existing data. Bivariate correlations indicated 
students’ and teachers’ perceptions of their relationship were incongruent. Further, student-rated alliance 
variables were associated with self-esteem and engagement; particularly collaborative elements predicted 
students’ engagement, but not conduct. Teacher-rated alliance variables were not associated with any SEMH 
students’ outcomes. These findings have important implications as it suggests teachers can form positive 
relationships with SEMH students through effective collaboration, which, according to research, may be more 
achievable than forming emotional bonds. 
 

Bethany Cotton 
North Essex Teacher Training 
Tendring Education Centre 
 

The impact and perceived value of visible progress markers on the engagement and motivation of Year 9 
students in science and on teacher planning. 
Visible progress markers are self-assessment tools used at the start and end of lessons to reflect progress 
against the learning outcomes. A six-lesson intervention implemented at a successful comprehensive 
secondary academy in North Essex, used visible progress markers to assess student honesty, accuracy and 
perception of learning. A follow-up questionnaire assessed perception of their use and offers 
recommendations for their future implementation. This action research study identified and analysed key 

Celyn Evans 
North Essex Teacher Training 
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themes considering Black and Wiliam’s assessment for learning theories, Dweck’s Growth Mindset, Lewin’s 
change model and Kotter’s eight-stage change model. This study concluded that students deem the strategy 
successful in its aims and useful for reflection, particularly when guiding revision. Pupils are honest and 
accurate in self-assessment but find little motivational value. This study emphasises the importance of 
considering widespread institutionalised intervention for maximum impact, increasing motivational value, 
overcoming resistance to change and to secure the best possible pupil outcomes. 
 

‘Failure at every level’:  Experience of advocacy organisations advocating for the safeguarding of children 
with disabilities in South Africa 
Gender-based violence constitutes a ‘social crisis’ in South Africa. This case study considers the vulnerabilities 
experienced by children with disabilities to sexual violence. Using a transformative psycho-legal approach, this 
case study builds on the secondary data from two human rights organisations with respect to a case first 
reported to child protection duty-bearers in 2013. A staff member at a centre for children and youth with 
disabilities was implicated in several cases of sexual grooming, sexual assault, rape and entering into a 
traditional marriage with a 16 year old girl with an intellectual impairment. Despite reporting to duty-bearers 
at local, national and international levels, minimal steps were taken to investigate the violations or to 
safeguard children at the centre.  This carefully documented case provides evidence of the shortcomings of 
the state child protection system. 
 

Jean Elphick 
Afrika Tikkun Planning, Monitoring, 
Evaluation and Learning 
 

Children in Medieval Hungary 
The examination of children in the field of Hungarian anthropology and archaeology has come into view in 
recent years. The researches so far assume significant mortality differences based on the study of the children 
of the Árpádian and Late Medieval populations. During the Middle Ages a number of serious infections hit 
Europe’s population but, in the absence of written sources, we have no information to rely on the appearance 
of epidemic infections in a given area. The results of an analysis of a Hungarian late-medieval village 
community indicate that despite the high child mortality, bone lesions of serious infections occured at a low 
rate among them, which may indicate the dominant presence of acute infections that cause high child 
mortality. To answer this question is only possible by analysing the skeletal remains of children. We are 
contemplating a broad spectrum examination of non-adults of historical populations using the combination of 
anthropological and archaeological methods. We need to know a child’s position int he medieval society, 
because it could be different between Árpádin and Late Medieval periods and that’s the reason why distinction 
between the two mortalities. 
 

 
Csilla Libor 
Hungarian National Museum 



The poster concentrates on three main components, primarily regarding the participation of children in spaces 
and places. With particular emphasis on, afterschool club and public spaces, we explore what children have 
said about their experiences in these places. Next, approaches from the sociology of childhood are used to 
explain these experiences as navigating the boundaries of class with the use of social networks through links 
to adult networks. These connections give them access to their social capital and culture capital, and therefore 
determining their social reproduction. Lastly, all these will be weighed up against and in connection with 
children and rights. These rights which are in correlation with the articles from the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) will display how children should exercise these rights. 

Anis Patel  
Rehila Mahmood  
Dorcus Alaba-Aguma  
University of East London 
 
 

This poster discussion is to examine children’s rights and experiences within outdoor play areas. It references 
Article 31 of UNCRC which states every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural 
and artistic activities. Reflecting on article 31 there are three key elements under examination: children’s 
Places, the Sociology of Childhood and UNCRC childs Rights. 
However, the discussion examines if the child is able to get their rights or if they facing barriers. Furthermore, 
if identifies potential barriers  and what a sociological perspective says about it.  Key sociological perspectives 
include “Independent Mobility” and  constructs of the “institutionalised child”. 
 

Rameesa Battol  
University of East London 
 
 
 

 


