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Welcome 

UNIVERSITY OF SUFFOLK  
NEWS

Welcome back to all staff and students, particularly those 
who have recently joined us. This is always the best time 
of the year for me – I don’t enjoy the summer period when 
there are few students on campus – our students are why 
we are here and the new year brings a new and welcome 
‘buzz’ to the University.

It is pleasing to report that in the face of a very difficult 
and competitive university sector – we have grown the 
student numbers this year, particularly in Ipswich, we have 
achieved our budget target for the forthcoming year.  This 
will allow us to continue to put in place the foundations 
for the long-term structure of this new university.  We are 
investing in new infrastructure, improvement in our 
surroundings and – most importantly – we are recruiting 
outstanding new staff.  We have 25 new degrees coming on 
stream from September 2018 and this will allow us to grow 
our staff and student numbers further. We are committed 
to our mission as a civic impact university and we are 
succeeding, as a driver of social mobility the economic 

prosperity of the region. Of 
course there will be much to 
do this year but we start the 
year in good shape and with 
much success to build on.  

I am also very pleased to 
note that we recently celebrated the first anniversary of 
Ipswich Waterfront Innovation Centre (IWIC) which is at 
the heart of our business engagement and supporting 
entrepreneurial activities.  

On the same day we launched the Suffolk Centre for 
Female Entrepreneurship. Research and Enterprise is 
a fast developing area for the University and to boost 
this we have appointed a number of new Professor and 
Associate Professors, which I am confident will help our 
development.

Enjoy the academic year!

Richard Lister 
Vice-Chancellor

First Year Celebrations 
The Ipswich Waterfront Innovation 
Centre (IWIC) provides a focal point 
for developing high growth potential 
ICT small to medium enterprises 
(SMEs) in partnership with the 
University and a space to foster 
student enterprise initiatives. In its 
first year, 50 business engagement 
events have been held with a total 
1,000 attendees. There are five 
Developer Groups who regularly 
use the space and the number of 
members joining IWIC grows month 
by month.

Sally Goodsell from Anglia Capital 
Group launched the Suffolk Centre 
for Female Entrepreneurship.

Sally has spent the last thirty five 
years supporting and funding 
ambitious businesses. She was 
formerly CEO of the FSE Group 
where she oversaw £100 million 
of investment into early stage 
businesses and spent 4 years as a 
director of a leading crowdfunding 
platform. She is passionate about 
supporting female entrepreneurs 
and started the UK’s first business 
angel network that specialised in 
investments in female led businesses. 

To find out about the Suffolk Centre for Female Entrepreneurship  
visit www.uos.ac.uk/SCFE 

For information about IWIC including membership visit www.uos.ac.uk/IWIC

News and updates 
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Research into 
gang and drug 
related violence 
published 
Dr Paul Andell, Senior Lecturer in 
Criminology, and Visiting Professor 
of Criminology, Professor John 
Pitts, were commissioned by Suffolk 
County Council to look into violence 
and issues stemming from ‘County 
Lines’.

The initial focus of the research was 
on two areas of Ipswich. However, 
the scope was widened to cover the 
town as a whole to ensure the full 
picture was understood. 

The research is being used by the 
council and other agencies with 
detailed, up to date insight into the 
cause and impact of gang related 
incidents so solutions can be put in 
place. 

University of Suffolk achieves the European 
Commission HR Excellence in Research Award
The Award, from Vitae, recognises the University’s 
long term commitment to the career development of 
researchers. There are currently 98 UK institutions with the 
Award, more than double any other country in Europe. 

Stef Thorne, Head of Research and Enterprise Services, 
said, “This is a really great outcome for one of the first 
projects of the new University. We are very pleased to 

join the 97 other Higher Education Institutions across 

the UK in achieving the HR Excellence in Research 

Award from the European Commission and look forward 

to implementation. The support and development of 

researchers are high priority for us as we develop our areas 

of research strengths. This award recognises our journey 

so far and helps signpost us to next steps.”

Children and 
Childhoods 
Conference 
Delegates and speakers from 
twenty countries congregated 
at the University for the two day 
biennial Children and Childhoods 
Conference.

The keynote speakers were Dr Afua 
Twum-Danso Imoh of the University 
of Sheffield and Professor Katherine 
Runswick-Cole of Manchester 
Metropolitan University both leaders 
in the progressive field of childhood 
studies.

Topics discussed included creativity 
and the arts, participation and rights, 
spaces and places, disability, health 
and wellbeing, innovative methods 
of researching with children and 
the debate generated has been 
characterised as strong, critical, 
inclusive and transforming.

Founding 
supporters 
recognised
Supporters of the University of 
Suffolk’s Foundation Board have given 
over £80,000 in the first year. 

The University’s fundraising activity 
was launched last year and £19,000 
has already been spent on supporting 
projects across the University for 
both students and staff and a further 
£50,000 will be given by November.  

The Founding Supporters consist of 
staff, students, alumni and friends 
of the University. Their support has 
been recognised with a special 
plaque in the University’s Waterfront 
Building foyer. 

To make a gift to the University of 
Suffolk please visit  
www.uos.ac.uk/giving

Protein that controls blood vessel growth  
and patterning discovered
Dr Christopher Turner, working in collaboration with 
scientists at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) in the USA, has identified that a protein called 
“Fibronectin” controls the patterning of blood vessels 
during early development of the body.  

Dr Christopher Turner, the lead author on the study, said, 
“The correct growth and patterning of blood vessels, 

a process known as angiogenesis, is essential for 
organ growth and repair. An imbalance in this process 
contributes to numerous malignant, inflammatory, 
ischaemic, infectious and immune disorders. 
By understanding the signals that control development of 
our vasculature may lead to novel therapies to treat these 
conditions in the future.”
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World’s first augmented reality 
asthma training game for children
The University and Orbital Media 
are nearing completion of their 
Knowledge Transfer Partnership 
which has resulted in the creation of 
MySpira, the world’s first augmented 
reality asthma training game for 
children. 

The project is aiming to reduce 
incorrect use of the standard Metered 
Dose Inhaler amongst asthmatics. 

It is a big problem, with up to 90% 
of asthma sufferers using their 
inhalers in a wrong way, resulting 
in significantly poorer healthcare 
outcomes. 

The MySpira application is designed 
to improve knowledge retention 
about correct inhaler use, through 
game play and strategic integration 
of augmented reality functionality. 

Students create new look for Ipswich Vision
Students have designed a new logo and visual identity for 
the Ipswich Vision project.

Ipswich Vision is a partnership project which brings 
together key organisations to create the successful 
county town centre which Ipswich and Suffolk expect and 
deserve through supporting regeneration, better transport, 
shopping and improvements to public spaces and public 
buildings.

The University’s second year BA (Hons) Graphic Design and 
BA (Hons) Graphic Design (Graphic Illustration) students 
worked with the Ipswich Vision team during the spring 
semester. 

The logo’s geometric shape has been inspired by the shape 
of Ipswich waterfront, sails on boats in the marina and by 
the triangle created by key Vision projects at the University,

the railway station and the Cornhill. The colour palette of 
light blue and Suffolk pink were selected after the students 
spent time taking photographs around the town and 
surrounding areas.

Step Challenge
Every year a three-week 
Step Challenge takes place 
encouraging staff and students 
to increase their activity whilst 
at work or study.    

The challenge involved 14 teams 
and congratulations goes to the 
‘Quality Quick Steppers’ who 
took a staggering 309,898 steps 
during the challenge.

Publications 
Professor David Gill has co-written The Urban World and 
the First Christians, exploring the relationship between the 
earliest Christians and the city environment.

The book’s contributors, who are experts in classics, early 
Christianity, and human geography, analyse the growth, 
development, and self-understanding of the early Christian 
movement in urban settings.

Professor Atul Shah has published his third book of the 
year with Reinventing Accounting and Finance Education. 
The publication takes a virtue ethics approach, calling 
for education to be personal, holistic and profoundly 
moral and sustainable. Justifications for this approach are 
provided as well practical ideas and approaches of how 
culture and ethics could be embraced to create a more 

ethical accounting and finance profession.

Coinciding with the launch of the University’s Sustainable 
Institute, more on this to follow in the next issue, Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor Professor Mohammad Dastbaz has 
published Technology for Smart Futures. Described as 
‘ground breaking’, the text examines the possibility that 
our evolving technologies may enable us to mitigate 
our global energy crisis, rather than adding to it. By 
connecting concepts and trends such as smart homes, 
big data, and the internet of things with their applications 
to sustainability, Professor Dastbaz and his colleagues 
suggest that emerging and ubiquitous technologies 
embedded in our daily lives may rightfully be considered as 
enabling solutions for our future sustainable development.
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IN FOCUS  
Senior Lecturer in 
Bioscience Federica 
Masieri has recently 
hosted a sell-out Open 
Lecture into regenerative 
medicine, described 
as “the medicine of 
tomorrow”, and stem 
cells. The event formed 
part of Biology Week 
2017 and was supported 
by the University of 
Suffolk Foundation Board 
in partnership with Stem 
Cell Technologies.

Federica has been nominated for HE Bioscience Teacher 
of the Year by the Royal Society of Biology. Federica said 
of the nomination “I am honoured and humbled. However, 
I feel this is not simply a personal recognition, but can be 
seen as an example of the great job we do as a team in the 
area of the Life Sciences, Bioscience, and Regenerative 
Medicine. I also wish to thank the students that put me 
forward for this award with the endorsement of the Head 
of Department: they wrote a beautiful case and I was very 
moved by it. Now, the selection process going forward will 
be hard and the competition high, but I will do my best to 
represent the University of Suffolk in this endeavour at a 
national level.” 
 
Award winning, internationally best-selling novelist 
Amanda Hodgkinson has recently joined the English 
Department at the University. 

Amanda’s novels 22 Britannia Road and Spilt Milk have been 
published in sixteen languages and she has a novella in an 
anthology called Grand Central, published by Penguin USA. 

Amanda received the Italian Caripama Award in 2012 and 
was awarded the Prix Agora de St Foy in France in 2013. 
She won the French Silver Feather for the Prix des Lecteurs 
2013 and was awarded the EADT Reader’s Choice Award in 
the same year. 

22 Britannia Road was chosen as a Waterstones Eleven best 
debut novels of 2011, an Orange New Writers book, listed 
in The Library Journal of America’s top ten best historical 
fiction books of 2011 and a New York Times bestseller. 

Her novels have been picked as Editor’s ‘spotlight’ books 
on Amazon.com and 22 Britannia Road was in the top 
ten Amazon.com books of 2011 and an Oprah magazine 
recommended read. 

Spilt Milk (Penguin books 2014) was published to wide 
critical acclaim and voted as one of the best books of 2014 
by literary bloggers in the UK and America, and longlisted 
for the New Angle Prize 2015.

Amanda aims to bring more Creative Writing into the fold 
within the English and Humanities department. She will 
be teaching on the modules of Narrative, The Short Story, 
Modernism, Autobiography and Dissertation in English.
 
Associate Professor and Course Leader for Photography 
Mark Edwards is currently showing his work at the Towner 
Art Gallery in Eastbourne as part of an exhibition entitled 
A Green and Pleasant Land.  

The major survey exhibition focuses on artists who have 
shaped the understanding of the British landscape and its 
relationship to identity, place and time. 
Mark said, “I am pleased to have my work selected 
for this important and wide ranging exhibition.  The 
show explores the depiction of the landscape, through 
mainly photography, but also includes film, painting and 
sculpture, and it’s place in contemporary society and 
culture. The exhibition was put together by Greg Hobson, 
formally Curator of Photographs at the National Media 
Museum, Bradford.”

The exhibition features internationally acclaimed artists 
such as Martin Parr, Andy Goldsworthy, Hamish Fulton and 
Chris Killip. A Green and Pleasant Land is at the Towner Art 
Gallery until 21 January 2018.

Paddock, Ditchingham 2011 
Mark Edwards


