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“This is a key development for the University of Suffolk; 
the ability of professionals to participate in an MBA run 
by one of the finest business schools in Europe will 
undoubtedly strengthen the entrepreneurial base in the 
region. Local employers will welcome such a quality 
programme that can be tuned to their needs.”

Dr. Chris Winter is currently a partner at 
New Venture Partners, a transatlantic 
venture capital firm that specialises in 
spinning high technology companies out 

of R&D labs. He is also a Managing Partner of 
Brightstar Innovations Ltd, a consultancy company that 
advises major corporations on their innovations processes.

“The Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA is a wonderful 
concept. It brings one of the Netherlands’ most global 
and oldest business schools together with one of the 
UK’s youngest and most dynamic business schools. 
The two regions are truly in the heart of modern Europe 
and at the same time in perhaps the most connected 
region of the world. Maastricht is a city with a 20-
century history, a rich cultural legacy and international 
outlook that can be expected from its location on an 
international waterway (the River Maas) and close 
proximity to major cities such as Aachen, Brussels, 
Amsterdam, The Hague, Paris and Antwerp. Maastricht 
is located in the so called “Brightlands” region that 
is home to pioneering companies cooperating in 
“Brightland campuses” related to health and life 
sciences, chemicals and advanced materials, education, 
agro-food, and smart services. And like Suffolk it is an 
area on the move, where logistics and supply chain 
management is key for business mobility, but where 
people can stand still to enjoy arts and culture. After all, 
Maastricht is the home of the European Fine Arts Fair 
(TEFAF), André Rieu concerts and the famous Maastricht 
Conservatory.”

Jean Severijns, Project Manager  
Internationalisation, Province of Limburg 
in the Netherlands

Why the Maastricht-Suffolk 
Executive MBA?



The collaboration between Maastricht School of  
Management (MSM) and Suffolk Business School (SBS) 
brings together the experience of one of the world’s 
oldest business schools with the sparkle of youth. Our 
MBA is delivered across three international centres: in 
addition to Ipswich and Maastricht, you will also be given 
the opportunity to work on a live consultancy project in 
Boston. This gives the programme a truly international 
flavour. Beyond this, the MSM partnership extends to 
twenty different countries around the world and upon 
graduation you will become part of this global alumni 
network. You will be forever close to your market, 
wherever in the world that market may be. 

While many MBA programmes are fixated on bottom line 
finances, we take a different approach. We actively 
encourage our students to engage with research beyond 
business studies. Our MBA programme draws on social 
psychology, macroeconomics, geopolitics, organizational 
anthropology, and systems theory. This equips our 
graduates with a much keener understanding of the 
complexities associated with business. There are  
important - but frequently overlooked - subtleties to the 
relationship between brand, price and buyer behaviour,  
for example. Students on our programme explore these 
subtleties from economic, psychological and cultural 
perspectives. 

About the programme

More generally, our multidisciplinary approach enables 
our students to recognize the numerous challenges,  
roles and responsibilities of the organization in the global 
economy. 

From day one you will encounter ideas and challenges and 
you will be putting into practice at work what you are 
learning in class. We also work collaboratively with 
leading firms in all three regions. This means you will  
be working on consultancy projects throughout the 
programme. These firms also host some of our classes  
and facilitate roundtable discussions on key issues.  
Finally, unlike many larger institutions, our class sizes are 
capped to ensure the very best tuition. This also enables 
you to get to know your fellow students well. After all, 
your fellow students will likely become your business 
partners, buyers and suppliers of the future. 

We very much look forward to welcoming you onto the 
programme.
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Why should you choose the  
Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA?

1.  Designed for managers and those wishing to
progress their careers in senior and executive
management

2.  A truly multinational programme delivered in
the UK, EU and USA

3.  Immediate results - you take the classroom
straight into your business

4.  Flexible part-time modular design with four
teaching weeks per year

5.  Be appraised as an individual and not just a
test score

6.  Triple international accreditation
(AMBA, IACBE and ACBSP)

Designed for managers and those wishing to progess 
their careers in senior and executive management
The Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA is designed for 
managers and for those wishing to seriously progress 
their career in senior and executive Management. In 
general, an Executive MBA is recognised as bringing 
participants greater salary, career advancement and 
entrepreneurial skills. On average Executive MBA  
graduates increase their earnings by between 30%  
and 80% according to the Financial Times. Pursuing this  
qualification will enable you to recognise and capitalise  
on opportunities in your own organisation and across 
your chosen industry. Maintaining the links you forged 
during your Executive MBA will enhance your business 
network once you have completed the programme.  
With the Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA your network 
will extend to European and International contacts.

A truly multinational programme delivered in the UK,  
EU and USA 
Classes generally take place at the modern campus of the 
University of Suffolk located along the Ipswich Waterfront 
in Suffolk, England, and are offered by the international 
faculty of MSM and the University of Suffolk. You also attend 
courses in the historic city of Maastricht in The Netherlands 
with site visits to firms and institutions in the Meuse-Rhine 
region and at the Suffolk University campus in the heart of 
Boston, US.

The Foreign Direct Investment Survey of ‘Small European 
Region’s of the future 2016/17’, published by the Financial 

The value of an MBA degree 
The MBA degree is the gold standard in management 
education. Survey after survey confirms that MBA 
graduates boost their career prospects and outcomes. 

According to the Graduate Management Admission 
Council (GMAC) 2015 Corporate Recruiters Survey: 
Around 84 percent of companies surveyed intended 
to employ new MBA graduates - an increase  
compared to 74 percent in 2014. In the case of European 
companies, around 56 percent of companies 
interviewed plan to employ more MBA graduates.  

According to the Association of MBAs (AMBA):
•  96 percent of employers worldwide believe that

hiring graduate business school alumni creates 
value to their firms

•  Holders of an MBA from an AMBA-accredited 
school receive an average salary of €136,000 
which is an 18 percent rise compared to 2012

•  63 percent of MBA graduates from AMBA- 
credited schools (such as MSM) received a 
bonus or commission last year.



Times puts Greater Ipswich in the top ten places to invest in 
Europe. Ipswich has also been recognised as digital tech 
cluster in the 2016 Tech Nation report. As such the campus 
of the University of Suffolk building at the exciting Water-
front area offers you a unique study experience in a vibrant 
and evolving environment with plenty of opportunities. 

Located in Maastricht - the heart of the lively Meuse-Rhine 
EU region - MSM gives you access to the European way of 
doing business. Because of its cross-border location, its close 
proximity to cities like Brussels, Paris, Dusseldorf, Cologne 
and its international community the Maastricht Region is 
seen as the most European region of the Netherlands and 
the most international region of Europe. 

Boston is one of the oldest cities in the USA with a rich 
economic and social history. Suffolk University is located  
in the heart of this vibrant city, which today is seen as  
the economic and cultural hub of New England. 

With these three locations bringing together some of  
the most exciting developments in creative industries  
and in sectors like Energy, Healthcare, Communication, 

Biotech and Insurance, you will be challenged to develop 
your management and leadership skills to flourish in  
the competitive and connected global society. 

Immediate results - you take the classroom straight into 
your business 
The Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA takes a practice-
oriented approach focusing on putting the acquired 
theoretical knowledge into your daily practice. During the 
programme this is facilitated through course related field 
trips and guest lectures by experts. Each eight day module 
consists of lectures, case studies, and includes field trips 
and guest speakers with a direct link to the course topic. 

Various companies in Suffolk, the Meuse-Rhine EU-Region 
and Boston will complement the academic content of the 
course with practical case studies. You round off your 
Executive MBA with either a thesis on a management issue 
or a report that dissects and analyses a field experience in 
which you have worked on a concrete management 
problem in an organisation. This will offer you the 
opportunity to directly apply the newly gained knowledge 
into the daily practice of your organisation. 

MAASTRICHT
IPSWICH

BOSTON
NEW YORK

LONDON

PARIS
BRUSSELS

AMSTERDAM

MONTREAL



The Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA curriculum 

gives you a solid foundation in both business 

fundamentals and entrepreneurial thinking.



Flexible part-time modular design with four teaching weeks 
per year
The design of the part-time Maastricht-Suffolk Executive 
MBA programme enables you to balance the pressures of 
work with study. To be completed in 24 months, the 
programme includes conveniently paced lectures and classes 
conducted through a number of spread-out modules, 
minimising the time that you need to spend away from 
work. Each module consists of eight full-time weeks (including 
weekends) of classes (lectures and course related field trips). 

Be appraised as an individual and not just a test score
MSM is one of the oldest and most international business 
schools in the Netherlands with a large network of students, 
alumni and partners across the globe. Its various management 
programmes and activities attract participants from many 
countries, professional backgrounds and areas of interest, 
offering you the opportunity to significantly expand your 
international network. Throughout its rich history of global 
management education, MSM has built a network of 
thousands of alumni around the world working in high level 
positions in business, academia and government, offering 
access to markets with high growth potential.

Triple international accreditation
All MSM’s MBA programmes are internationally accredited, 
which means you can be assured that the programme meets 
high global standards. Three bodies that accredit MSM MBA 
programmes are AMBA, IACBE, and ACBSP. Only a select few 
business schools enjoy these. For instance, only 2% of business 
schools have the coveted AMBA accreditation. MSM is currently 
also an ATHEA candidate. MSM’s MBA is ranked #2 in the 
Netherlands and #11 in Europe, according Eduniversal’s 2015 
Best Masters ranking and draws on MSM’s more than 60-year 
experience in management and business education. It was one 
of the three nominees for the Nuffic Orange Carpet Award in 
2014, in recognition for its contribution to the internationali-
sation of higher education in the Netherlands. MSM was a 
finalist for the 2014 Association of MBA’s innovation award.

What an Executive MBA can do for you

MSM Executive MBA alumnus Executive Director and 
Head of Strategy at Interbrand New York
Dominik Prinz relocated to New York after  
graduating with distinction from the MSM 
Executive MBA program in 2009 to pursue his career 
at Interbrand. Currently, he is the Executive Director 
and Head of Strategy of Interbrand, the world’s 
leading brand consultancy firm with a network  
of 29 offices in 22 countries. He has led the strategic 
direction for a broad range of projects and  
initiatives, often for clients among the Fortune 100. 
He is widely recognized as a thought leader on the 
integration of business, brand and purpose, and he 
speaks extensively on the subject at conferences 
and workshops. As an Executive MBA alumnus he 
would give the following advise to future Executive 
MBA students. “Take the time during the Executive 
MBA to really explore what you are passionate 
about, what you think your purpose is and how you 
can use it to make a difference in the world. And 
when you find that purpose - hold on to it and build 
a career on top of it. You’ll never find yourself more 
content and feeling more fulfilled once you do!”

Dominik Prinz, the Netherlands
MSM Executive MBA Graduate
of 2009
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Curriculum

The 70 ECTS* programme can be completed over a two-year period through eight modular lecturer sessions  
and completion of a thesis.  

PHASE COURSES EDUCATIONAL HOURS** ECTS

Understanding Finance • Finance
• Accounting for Managers

84
84

3
3

Developing a Business Plan • Entrepreneurship
• Digital Thinking

84
84

3
3

Business research Tools • Research Methods
• Decision-Making Tools

84
84

3
3

Creating Value • Marketing in a Global Context
• Global Supply Chain Management

84
84

3
3

Strategic Orientation • Economics for Managers
• Global Corporate Strategy

84
84

3
3

Changing World • Change Management
• Leadership & Organization Behaviour

84
84

3
3

Global Responsibility • Managing Cultural Diversity
• Corporate Responsibility and Ethics

84
84

3
3

Specialisation Choose from our different specialisation options:
1) International Business Strategy
2) All Specialisations on offer in Maastricht (to be confirmed)

336 12

Research Project/Thesis 448 16•  Including presentation

TOTAL 1960 70

Understanding global business
The Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA curriculum gives 
you a solid foundation in both business fundamentals 
and entrepreneurial thinking. The interactive lectures are 
provided by the international faculty of the University of 
Suffolk, MSM and Suffolk University Boston. Being experts 
in their field and teaching around the world they bring a 
wealth of international knowledge and experience into 
the classroom. With a combination of theory, cases studies 
and best practices these experts will help you to increase 
your knowledge of the global business arena.  

Confident leadership
An MBA is more than academic knowledge. After all, business 
is all about people. The Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA will 

constantly challenge you to develop your leadership and 
personal skills. As part of our teaching methodology, group study 
emphasises working efficiently and effectively in multicultural 
groups - an invaluable skill for all leaders and managers. Group 
study enables you to benefit from the experiences of others - 
group members are selected at random to maximize learning 
opportunities in an environment designed to foster collabora-
tion with fellow participants from different cultures and work 
environments. 

The Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA provides excellent 
opportunities to enhance intercultural communication and team 
skills. Throughout the programme you will be transformed into a 
confident and inspirational leader, who maintains the highest 
ethical standards and corporate social responsibility (CSR).

* The European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) is a student-centred system based on the student workload required to achieve the 
objectives of a programme. ** 1 ECTS corresponds to 28 hours of study (includes both face-to-face and self-study)



“From my perspective of more than 40 years of 
business and academic experience, I’m confident 
this program will provide you with the knowledge, 
competencies and opportunities to become 
successful in a globally oriented marketplace. Not 
only will you substantially differentiate yourself, but 
you will be recognized as a pragmatic leader who is 
prepared for new responsibilities, greater challenges 
and, most importantly, will add value to an 
organization. 

Prof. Michael Barretti, 
Suffolk University, Boston, Massachusetts

Innovative entrepreneurship
The exciting developments in the Eastern England area 
offer great opportunities for innovative entrepreneurs.  
The Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA prepares you to 
start and successfully manage your own business venture. 
With a dedicated course on entrepreneurship you  
will understand what it takes to get a new venture  
established and to grow your business. You will learn how 
to develop a realistic, ambitious and achievable business 
plan with a high chance of success in practice.

Specialisations
During the courses of the Maastricht-Suffolk Executive 
MBA participants are introduced to the foundation and 
core of management science. While it is applied to the key 
business areas in the UK and the EU-Region, through case 
studies, readings, discussions, guest lectures and dissection 
of mutual experiences, the content is general enough to be 
applicable and transferrable also to other industries.

In the Specialisation Phase of the programme participants 
are thoroughly immersed in understanding the key 
elements of important dimensions of modern business. 
Each specialisation consists of four courses related to the 
theme of the specialisation. The specialisation “International 
Business Strategy” will be offered at the University of 
Suffolk. Students can choose to take other specialisations in 
Maastricht during the same 2-week period in July each year. 
Currently the specialisations available in Maastricht are:
•  International Business and Sustainable Development
•  Healthcare Management
•  Sports Management

More information will follow. Please check our website  
www.uos.ac.uk/executivemba for the latest information.

Start: Spring 2017

Duration: 2 years part-time

Language: English

Triple accreditation: AMBA, IACBE, ACBSP

3 locations: UK, Netherlands, USA

Typical age range: 30 - 45 years 

Typical average years working experience: 8+

70 ECTS = 1960 hours study load



Admission requirements and procedure
•  Minimum Bachelors degree from a recognised university. 
•  Complete four online levelling courses (contact

Admissions Office for more details), OR a GMAT of 600
or higher OR a GRE of 600 or higher. 

•  Non-native speaking candidates and candidates whose 
previous education has been in a different language 
than English must submit evidence of English proficiency. 
Minimum TOEFL score: 88 internet-based test or 570 
paper-based test OR IELTS score of 6.5 academic test.

•  At least five or more years of relevant working 
experience, obtained after your Bachelors degree.

Cost and scholarships
The tuition fee of the programme is € 28,500 - 30% due on 
enrolment, 50% due six months after course start date, 
20% due 16 months after course start date. We offer a 
selected number of scholarships. For a full overview of the 
financial details, please refer to our website or contact us
at emba@uos.ac.uk

More information
Please refer to the website www.uos.ac.uk/executivemba 
for programme start dates, exact application deadlines, 
full admissions procedure and financial details, or contact 
us at emba@uos.ac.uk

Apply now
Candidates are admitted on a competitive basis.
To apply please contact us at emba@uos.ac.uk 

Note: All information in this brochure might be subject to 
change. Please check for the most up-to-date information 
our websites:
www.msm.nl/maastricht-suffolk
www.uos.ac.uk/executivemba

Practical information

Maastricht School of Management (MSM)
Maastricht School of Management (MSM) is one of the oldest 
and most international business schools in the Netherlands. 
MSM offers research-driven and internationally accredited MBA, 
MSc and MM degrees, as well as many shorter professional and 
executive courses. Located in the beautiful historical city of 
Maastricht in the Netherlands - right in the heart of Europe. 
MSM has been recognised for its innovativeness by the 
AMBA, and for its contribution to the internationalisation 
of Dutch Higher Education, by Nuffic. MSM alumni occupy 
top positions in business, government and academia.

University of Suffolk
The mission of the University of Suffolk is to advance the 
knowledge, skills and aspirations of our students and our 
community. We champion innovation and the best of UK 
university traditions to collaborate with outstanding 
organisations and entrepreneurship. Together with providing 
exceptional employment prospects for all our graduates we 
also focus on our growing reputation for world renowned 
academic expertise and the impact of our regional, national 
and international research.

Suffolk University Boston
Located right in the heart of downtown Boston, Suffolk 
University gives its students unparalleled access to the city 
and all it offers. The College Green is the Boston Common. 
It is only steps from dozens of historic sites like the Old 
State House, Faneuil Hall, and the Massachusetts State 
House. The International Strategy module is delivered by 
the Sawyer Business School on campus.
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The Maastricht-Suffolk Executive MBA will equip you 

with the management and leadership skills that will 

boost your career in the global knowledge economy.



www.msm.nl

Maastricht School of Management 
Endepolsdomein 150,
6229 EP Maastricht, The Netherlands 
T: +31 43 387 08 08 
E: info@msm.nl

University of Suffolk
Waterfront Building, Neptune Quay
Ipswich IP4 1QJ, United Kingdom
T: +44 1473 338833
E: emba@uos.ac.uk

http://www.msm.nl



